
GERMAN CONQUEST OF ENGLAND IN 1875.

party to try and protect our colonies on the northern

Pacific shore of America, where, with incredible folly, we
continued to retain possessions wiiich we could not pos-

sibly defend. America was not the great power forty

years ago that it is now ; but for us to try and hold terri-

tory on her shores, which could only be reached by sailing

round the Horn, was as absurd as if she had attempted to

take the Isle of Man before the independence of Ireland.

We see this plainly enough now, but we were all blind

then,

It was while we were in this state, with our ships all

over the world, and our little bit of an army cut up into

detachments, that the Secret Treaty was published, and

Holland and Denmark were annexed. People say now

that we might have escaped the troubles which came on

us if we had at any rate kept quiet till our other difficul-

ties were settled ; but the English were always an impul-

sive lot ; the whole country was boiling over with indig-

nation, and the Government, egged on by the press, and

going with the stream, declared war. We had always

got out of scrapes before, and we believed our old luck

and pluck would somehow pull us through.

Then, of course, there was bustle and huiTy all over

the land. Not that the calling up of the army reserves

caused much stir, for I think there were only about 5,000

altogether, and a good many of these were not to be found

when the time came ; but recruiting was going on all over

the country, with a tremendous high bounty, 50,000 more

men having been voted for the army. Then there was a

ballot bill passed for adding 55,000 men to the militia

;

why a round number was not fixed on I don't know, but
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