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TUE UPPER OANAOA COLLEGE QUESTION.

CONDITIONAL ASSENT OF THE ASSEMBLY TO
LISHMENT OF U.C COLLEGE.

THE ESTAl'

Tlfe conditions uf aseent referred to were aH IcIIotvs: 1. That tlio

])rc>jected inatilation Hbould do University work. [22] 2. That, as thu^'

(ioing University work it should be dependent for support on the Uni
cersity Endowmbut. [23] 3. That it should be conducted with the ut-

most economy, [24] and 4. That it should not be ntdtd at York. [25]—
Though Sir John Colbnrne had already pledged his wo^'d [^.6] to thb fulfil

Tuent or that condition which related to the support of the nevy institution,

i^oine apprehension of treachery appears to have arisen ; for, on Tuesday
Jan. 19, 1830, [27] we find Mr. W. L.Macken^sie in tlje House of Asseui

bly moving for a statement of the sources of income of the " College or Univer -

.ntJ/ now in progress." On the. following Saturday [28] the Governor
sent dow.^a reply which was chiefly remarkable for its oracular obecurity.

This was not very re-assuring to the Hou&e. Accordingly, again on

Tuesday, Feb. 2, [29] an Address was passed requesting the Governor
to lay before Parliamoct " the particulars of the foundation of U. C
College with all other particulars and details respecting the principles and
c'conomy of the inslitufion." When thus questioned categorically, oracu-

lar responses would not do. The Governor therefore on the followingThur.«<-

(lay [30] replied in plain English, " Gentlemen, I cannot convey much mor**

information on the subject of this Address than has already been laid before

the House of Assembly.- ' As, however, the Governor had hitherto laid

before Parliament absolutely no information—a fact which this second

Address of the Assembly presented within two weeks after the first suffi-

ciently proves,—the unavoidable inference is that the founder had uci

clear conception of the purpose of the institution he was attempting In

force upon the country. The chief motive actuating Sir John in th\<

Avhole matter of U. G. College, appcurs to have been a vain desire to per-

petuate his name by means of a literary foundation. For the Assembly,
in their negotiations on the subject, had given him a kind of promise that

ttie new institution, if answerable to their views, would be known as Col -

borne College. [30] It is not surprising that^ when the founder of U. ('.

<'oliege abandoned as hopeless the problem of its design, the present Prin-

cipal of the institution is in a state of amusing perplexity, [31] when at-

tempting to describe its functions. It would, of course, be unfair

to expcot of bim to know more of its foundf>r'S intentions than the fr .nuei

did himself.

Nearly all the rest ci the Governor's njcssage was occupied, by wa.v

<.f a diver-'on of the main inquiry of the As<jembly, witn a rambling ac-

<;oant of the manner in which the Teachers had been, and were, in futnre

to be, appointed. The nomination of 'le Masters was to be committed to

the Chancellors of the old English Universities—a mode of appointment

which by the way. has never, we believe, since the date of the fii^st appoint.
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published also in the Toronto Leader of a later date. This epistle, which bas

excited universAl amasemect as well as amusement, will form the suEiject of oceaalcnal

reference throughout the prepent StHtement, ... .


