
Mr. Penny may sneer nl theflniall population

of New Itiiinsnick, Init we cuiinot (orKet llie

" jubiUite'' of (leliglit witli wliicli the tirnt

defeat of Confederation was haile'l in tiie

column." of that jiiiprr nf wliich lie is the well

recognizutl anil hdfavuwed editor.

As for the preten«ion that the proposeil

expenditure of Imperial capital for the cnn-

ftruction of the Intercolonial Railway could,

in any manner, have atl'ected tlie jiatriotirtm

of the New Brunswici<('r!», we look \\\)on it as

another very weak argument added to Mr.

Penny's category.

The New lirunswickers never could have

" handled .£1,000,000 to he ex. .ended amongst

" a population of 2,jO,000 people." If the much

abused Grand Trunk Company were condemn-

ed in the lirst i)art of tiie pamphlet (or their

power of sharing in these so-called spoils, how

can it be urged that " this population, which

does not exceed a second class English City"

could have more interest and more success

than that all-puwerful Company.

As Rir tlie vague assertion that the " four-

" teen-litleenths of tlie taxation would fall on

"other people than themselves," we calmly

judge it another pointed exaggeration.

The "paucity and poverty " of our provin-

cial population, and the " absence of power-

ful social rallying points" may possibly

" facilitate the execution ofwell jtlanned coups

d'etat." We acknowledge that the "occur-

rence" of a legitimate coalition has so far

tentled towards convincing the sensible ma-

jority of these Provinces tiuit Confederation

must bring with it true success in spite of the

rabid efforts of its sworn opponents.

We now pass to Mr. Penny's examination

of the circumstances under which the educa-

tional clause in the scheme of the Quebec

Conference was inserted. The Confederation

Scheme, as clearly laid down by the Quebec

Conference, provides with respect to educa-

tion, as follows

:

" Clause 6.—Education ;—saving the rights

"and privileges which the Protestant or Ca-
"tholic minority in both Cauadas may pos-

"sess as to their Denominational Schools at

"the time when the Union goes into opera-

"tion."—43/-(/ rarai/nqjh, 6lh Section..

We arc not disposed t" measure swords

on this point with the Pr stant population

of Lower Canada, because, since the adoption

of the scheme of the Quebec Conference by

our Legislature, some serious changes have

lioon maile in (he coujposition of tlie existing

coalition ministry. We shall, i i justice to

Mr. Penny, quote Mr. Gait's remarks on >liis

subject some time prevh)us to liis resignation

during last s'^ssion of Parliament.

In apamphleton Confeileration published in

186.5, we find a quotation from Mr. Oali'«

speech at Sherbrooke

:

' lie would now endeavor to speak somewhat
* fully as to OIK cf the most imjiorlant (pies-

'tions, perhaps the most itnportant, that could

'be confided to the Legislature— the ((uestiou

• of education. This was a question in which,

'in Lowoi Canada, they must all feel the

'greatest interest, andin respect to which more
' apprehension might be supposed to exist in

'the minds, at any rate, of the Protestant

' population, than in regard to any thing else

'connected with the whole scheme of federa-

' tioii. It must be clear that a measure wouM
' not be favorably entertained by the minority

'of Lower Canada, which would place the

'education of their children and the provision

'for their schools wholly in the hands of a

'majority of a different faith. It was clear

'that in confiding the general subject of edu-

' cation to the J-ocal Legislatures, it was abso-

'lutely necessa'7 it should be accompanied
' with such re-'rictions as would prevent in-

'justice, in any respect, from being done to

' the minority. Now this applied to Lower
' C>.naila, but it also applied, with equal f^jrce,

' to Upper Canada and the other provinces;

'for in Ijower Canada there was a Protestant

' minority, and in the other provinces a Roman
'Catholic minority. The same privileges

' belonged to the one of right here as belonged

' to the other of right elsewhere. There could

'be no greater injustice to a population than

' to compel them to have their children edii-

'cated in a manner contrary to their own re-

' ligious belief. It had been stipulated that

' the question was to be made subject to

' tlie rights and privileges which the minori-

'ties might have as to their separate and de-

' nominational schools. There had beeu grave

'diliiculties surrounding the separate school

' question in Upjyer Canada, but they icere all

'settled now*, and with regard to the separate

' school system of Lower Canada, he was aii-

' thorized by his colleagues to say, that it was
' the determination of the Government to bring

' down a measure for the amendment of the

' The Scott Bill.
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