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Volunteers to be raised in England. Taldngp the

cost of uniforms and amounts expended in ammuni-

tion and organization at £25^000, and comparing

our revenue with yours, it can be shown that our

expenditure is^ in proi)ortion to our means^ equal to

an outlay of £0,733,000 for your country. Should

we be scolded for doing this in the short period of

three years?

But we have done more. We have set seriously

about re-organizing our Militia. The whole force is

being enrolled. Old officers are retiring with their

rank. Those who are young enough and still desire

to serve are told to qualify or resign. No young

officer 7S appointed who has not qualified. The

military spirit has revived with the apparent neces-

sity, and is fast spreading all over the Provinces.

Half the members of the Legislature last winter

earned an appetite for breakfast in the drill-room,

and used to pass my window on the coldest mornings

with their rifles over their shoulders. The crack of

the rifle is as common a sound as the note of the

bob-link, and intercolonial shooting matches are

becoming an institution.

Our Militia Lawi had not been revised since that

rather memorable period when Governor Fairfield

called out the militia of Maine to settle the north-

eastern boundary question by an invasion of New
Brunswick. What took place then finely answers

the argument that in the Provinces we wait for

British troops to defend us.


