
wm

[ 7 ]

Laws of France compofed the Syflem of Canadian Jurif-

prudence previous to the Conqueft ; or even if there was
any pofitive Syftem, particularly for Commercial T.anfafti-

ens. It is Intended by making the Quebec A 61 the foun-

dation of tlie new Bill, that we (hall remain in the fame
ftate of Doubt and Uncertainty, which ha" already given us

{o much trouble ; or that we are, in the n^w Legiflature, to

combat the prejudices and prepofTcflions of thof- our fellow fub

jefts, who being unacquainted with the nature, the princi-

ples, or circumllances of Mercantile and Perfonai Franfadi-

ons, are little inclined to favour them ? I might inftance

Scotland in this particular—how ftrenuoufly did the people of

tliat country contend at the Union, to preferve the whole of

their own Laws ? I believe it will be allowed :hat the Re-
lei vation has not been favourable to that part of the King-
dom i and the People of Scotland were at that time much
more enlightened than the Canadians are now.

Sir, this Honourable Houfe may perhaps be told that

many of the French Canadians efteem the Quebec Adh ; that

fome of them have exprefled their Approbation of it in Peti-

tions to his Majefty ; and therefore that great Refpeft ought
to be paid to the prejudices and prepofleflions of thofe People,

Sir, I have a veiy high refpeft for the prejudices of Fduca-
tion i every perfon, I fuppofe, has felt the EfFefts of them ;

they often proceed from the moft amiable motives ; and I

have known Men of the beft Hearts and of found under-

ftandings greatly influenced by them ;—but becaufe I refpedt

thefe natural defefbs in my Neighbours, would it be fair, or

honourable in me ro fofter, cherifli, and encourage them ?

Is it conferring any favour on a people to nurle and feed

prepofleflions, which, from their very name mufl: be confidcr-

edas Faults or Blemifhes ? No, Sir, for though it would be

extremely vrong to wound ihe feelings of a People by at-

tempting rudely to e: adicate their prejudices ; yet I confi-

der it as the duty of Government, inkindnefs to its Sub-
jedbs, to weed out thefe prejudices gently and by degrees.

The French Canadians have now been Thirty Years fub-

Jed to the Britifli Empire j they have had time to acquire

fome
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