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a PREVIOUS STATE
under the long interruption it had fiifrcrec?,

was dill kept down by the low flate of public

credit, and by the difpiriring profpcfl before

us: the affairs of the Eafl India Company
were in a ftate of cmbarralTmcnt, whicli ren-

' dered their fituation in the utmoft degree cri-

tical : and, to complete the whole, the country

was fo diflracted by fadions, that it fcarcely

lecmed poffible to form any fettled govern-

ment, to whom the people could look up with

confidence for any relief from fuch a compli-

cation of difficulties.

The reverfe in 1790 is fo extraordinary, con-

fidering the fliort fpace of time which has in-

tervened, thai we fhould almofl: doubt the

reality of our former diftrefles, if the hiftory

of what has palTed fince the meeting of the

Parliament of 1784, did not furniHi us with

, caufes fully adequate to the happy effeifts, which

we have experienced, in fo fpeedy a tranfition

from the brink of ruin to ar^ enviable j-itch of

national profperity, '
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in order fully to recollet^ our fituaiFon st

the melancholy period here alluded to, it is

necelTary to take a view of the circumdances

which preceded the didolution of ^ the former

Parliament. The repugnance which the coun-

try iliewed in the fpring of 17^2 to the conti-

nuance
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