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force upon the aiStivity of honeft men ; but

critical exigencies now and then arife j and I am
miftaken, if this be not one of them. Men will

fee the neceflity of honeft combination j but

they may fee it when it is too late. They may
fcmbody, when it will be ruinous to themielves>

and of no advantage to the country j when, for

want of fuch a timely union as may enable

them to oppofe in favour of the laws, with th6

laws on their fide, they may, at length, find

themfelves under the neceflity of conlpiring,

inftead of confulting. The law, for which they

fland, may become a weapon in the hands of

its bittereft enemies j and they will be caft, at

length, into that miferable alternative, between

flavery and civil confufion, which no good man
can look upon without horror; an alternative

in which it is impoffible he fliould take either

part, with a confcience perfed:ly at repofe. To
keep that fituation of guilt and remorfe at the

utmofl: diftance, is, therefore, our firft obliga-

tion. Early activity may prevent late and fruit-

lefs violence. As yet we work in the light*

The fcheme of the enemies ofpublic tranquillity

has difarfanged, it has not deftroyed us.

' If the reader bc)ievcs that there really exifta

fuch a Faction as I have defcribed ; a Fa(5lion

ruling by the private inclinations of a Court,

againft the general fenfe of the people ; and that

this Fadion, whilft it purfues a fcheme for

undermining all the foundations of our freedom,

weakens (for the prefcnt at leaft) all the powers

of executory Government, rendering us abroad
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contemptible,
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