
i 65 1

thi'orie of the univerfe, tantalized with a denial

of" the praflice of all which can make the greateft

fltuation any other than the greateft curfc. Gen-

tlemen, I have had my day. I can never fuffici-

ently exprel's my gratitude to you, for having fet

me in a place, wherein I could lend the flighteft

help CO great and laudable defigns. If I have had

my (harei in any meafure giving quiei to private

property, and private confcience ; if by my vote I

have aided in fecuring to fan\ilies the belt poflef-

fion, peace j if I have joined in reconciling kings

to their fubjedts, and fubjefts to their prince •, if, I

have adifted to loolen the foreign holdings of the

citizen, and taught him to look for his protedion

to the laws of his country, and for his comfort to

the goodwill of his countrymen •,—if 1 have thus

taken my part with the beft of men in the beft ojf

their adlions, I can Ihut the book
i
—I might wifh

to read a page or two more—but this is enough fur

my meafure.— I have not lived in vain.

And now. Gentlemen, on this ferlous day, when

I come, as it were, to make up my account wich

you, let me take to myfelf Ibme degree of honeft

pride on the nature of the charges that are

againft mc. I do not here ftand before you ac-

cufed of venality, or of neglc6l of duty. It is not

faid, that, in the long period of my fervice, I

have, in a fmgle inliance, facrificed the flighteft

of your intercfts to my ambition, or to my for-

tune. It is not alledged, that to gratify any

anger, or revenge of my own, or of my party,'

I have had a lliare in wronging or oppreffing
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