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has confidered this dodrine in its full extent, and

has applied it to the feveral communities of which

a free empire may be compofed, and has deduced

the following general principle : That in a free

empire, fuch as the Britifh, the fcvcral communi-
ties have a legidature of their own, abfolutely inde-

pendent of each otlier ; and that the exequtive

power, the Sovereign, is the only link of connec-

tion by which the leveral communities are united

in one (late.

That the practice in the feveral communities of
the Britilli empire, whether in America, or in Ire-

.

land, has not, at any period, been the fair refult of
this principle, mull be acknowledged by the moil
fanguine patrons of this fyflem : that Great Britain

to confirm this principle muft relinquifli the exer-

cile of a power which fhe has enjoyed for centuries,

muft alio be admitted.

With the moll fincere refj efl for the principles

and opinions of the author of thefe obfervations, I

cannot therefore help exprefTing my furprize, tiiat

he fhould fo ftrenuoufly at this period enforce this

principle, who had oblerveJ, in a northern coun-

try *, the very fatal effecls of difcord between the

feveral powers of a Hate •, where, whilft each drove
for the afcendant, in the inflant, by an exertion,

^he boldeft and beft concerted that was ever exev

• 5wfflV«.— The hiftory of the late revolution there was
publiftied (as the author exprcfles himfelf) to apprize the
people of Great Britain, and of other free countries, of the
danger which may arife from too confident fccurity in the
principles and forms of their conftitution : but it is more
applicable in the prefcnt times to the dreadful confequeuces
of a difference and con ted between the feveral component
parts of a ftate, or which is the fame, between the ievexal

' fO(nponent members of an empire.
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