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can get at the Property the better, and that

thofe Taxes are beft of all which arc laid on

at the Fountain-head. I will even go fur-

ther and confider this a little abftradledly. I

will allow, that every Man in England may
perhaps be poffeffed of Plate in Proportion to

his Property; confequently this Tax tho*

laid nominally on tjie Plate, is really a Tax
on the Property. In this View of it, if there

were no collateral Conjlderatiom of the Nature

of thofe I have already mentioned, the Tax
would be wife and Politick, provided it could

be equally and fairly colledled. But this is

the very Thing which never can be done by

the propofed Law, and therefore the Tax be-

ing unequal, the Law is unjuft.

When this Tax was firft propofed, the

Propofer admitted that the Publick ought not

to count upon more than one half of what it

ought to produce, the other half being to be

deduded' for Frauds, Frauds will be com-

mitted in the Collection of all new Taxes,

and thofe are beft which are liable to few

Frauds. But before this Day, did any one

ever ftand up, and propofe a Tax of Reve-

nues, as jud, general and equal, with an
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