
» PATRIOTISM OP COLORED AMERICANS.

HlavcH. A regiment of them were enli.stod into the Conti-

nental service, und no braver men met the enemy in battle

;

but not one of them was permitted to be a soldier until ho

had first been made a freeman."

*' In Rhode Island," says Governor Eustis, in his able

speech against slavery in Missouri, 12th December, 1820,

"the blacks formed an entire regiment, and they discharged

their duty with zeal and fidelity. The gallant defence of

Red Bank, in which the black regiment bore a part, is among
the proofs of their valor."

In this contest, it will be recollected that four hundred

men met and repulsed, after a terrible and sanguinary strug-

gle, fifteen hundred Hessian troops, headed by Count Donop.

The glory of the defence of Red Rank, which has been pro-

nounced one of the most heroic actions of the war, belongs in

reality to black men
;
yet who now hears them spoken of in

connection with it? Among the traits which distinguished

the black regiment was devotion to their officers. In the

attack made upon the American lines, near Croton river, on

the 13th of May, 1781, Col. Greene, the commander of the

regiment, was cut down and mortally wounded; but the

sabres of the enemy only reached him through the bodies of

his faithful guard or' blacks, who gathered around him to

protect him, and every one of wJwm was killed.

The celebrated Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, in

his speech on the Missouri question, and in defence of the

slave representation of the South, made the following admis-

sions :
—

"At the commencement of our Revolutionary struggle

with Great Britain, all the States had this class of people.

The New England States had numbers of them ; the North-

ern and Middle States had still more, although less than the

Southern. They all entered into the fjreat contest vnth similar

views. Like brethren, they contended for the benefit of the

vjhole, leaving to each the right to pursue its happiness in its

own way. They thus nobly toiled and bled together, really

like brethren. And it is a remarkable fact, that, notwith-

standing, in the course of the Revolution, the Southern

States were continually overrun by the British, and every


