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the interior, the mother country, and with

other parts of the New Continent. Thus we
shall successively treat of the interior com-

merce, which transmits the superfluous produce

of one Mexican province to another ; of the

foreign commerce with America, Europe,

and Asia, and the influence of these three

branches of commerce on the public prospe-

rity, and the augmentation of the national

wealth. We shall not repeat the just com-

plaints respecting the restriction of commerce,

and the prohibitory system, which serve for

basis to the colonial legislation of Europe.

It would be difficult to add to what has been

already said on that subject, at a time when

the great problems of political economy oc-

cupy the mind of every man. Instead of at-

tacking principles, whose falsity and injustice are

universally acknowledged, we shall confine

ourselves to the collection of facts, and to

the proving of what importance the commer-

cial relations of Mexico with Europe may
become, when they shall be freed from the

fetters of an odious monopoly, disadvantage-

ous even to the mother country.

The interior commerce comprehends both the

carriage of produce and goods into tha inte-

rior of the country, and the coasting along

the shore of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

This commerce is not enlivened by an iu«


