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ness that we have not to record a retrograde

movement.' It was with regret that I saw

that the Independent church, which is a fine

one, has had to close its doors. Another

disadvantage resulting from this decay of

Protestantism is, that the Protestants have to

bear more than their fair share of taxation,

as the Roman Catholic churches and convents

and nunneries, which are wealthy, are exempt

from taxation altogether. I fancy, also, that

the men employed at the extensive wharves

are doing all they can to drive the trade away,

as they impose such regulations as to the

number of men to be employed in loading or

unloading ships, that now many of them load

lower down the river. However, the place

is busy enough, especially on the other side

of the river, where the steamers land their

passengers, and where Miss Richardson has

established a comfortable home for girls and

young women—which I inspected—free of

expense, as they arrive from England, and


