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Venn
edits the
'• Chris-
tian Ob-
server."

Venn in
old age
waiting for
a successor

iiH( of licfoinin^' iii'(iiiaiiit(!tl with so vtiu'nible and la'autifiil a I'liaractcr

;

oftmi tliU'fiinjf frinii him, Imt iiiinc oftuii ajitn-ciii^f, and always tiiidiiii; liiin

thi! saiiK! candid, uprif^lit f')llcafiii«'. 1 loariu'd to value him lii;;lily. You
will (h)id)tl('.ss liavi; many synipathi/A-rs who will spoak from a far nmri!

intimate knijwlcdfjo, but in tho oiitsido world you will not liavo many
more sincere expressions of symi)athy than this. "

*

If it is sui'prisiii^f that Venn \vas able in the midst of th(! l)nsi('st

period of his secretarysliip to write a hook, and that amid the

infirmities of old age he could <^ive such strenuous labour to tlie

Ritual Commission, it is still mon; astonishing^ to find him, while

the latter work was on, und(;i'takin;^' the editorship of a monthly
])eiiodical, and continuiuf.; it ahnost up to his deatli. The Cliris-

lidii Oh.servcr belonged to a small band of proprietors, of whom
Venn was one. Since Jolm Cunningham's retirement from the

editorial cliair, it had ncit ])ros])ered. The editor, J. J^. ^larsdeii,

was an able man, and no one can now look through the volumes
from IHOO to 1868 witliout being struck by the interest and
exccillence of many of tlie ailicles. Jkit there were old contributoi'S

whom it was not easy to sluike off, and who were distinctly dull.

When jNIarsden died, there was a dilliculty in finding a success(jr
;

and in Decend)er, 18G8, we find Venn writing to liis brother that

he himself had been obliged to " do something for the fortlicoming

January number"; and again, "I have not yet found any one to

take the editorship ; jjut with Auiiol's help I can get tlnough
another number or two." Again, in the following March, "I
have sci'ambled through three numbers, but not satisfactorily : I

have had to take articles which my judgment did not approve of."

Of course no periodical coidd go on long in that way
; yet Venn,

with his indomitable perseverance, actually continued at the helm
for more than three years, assisted Ijy his cousin C. J. Elliott, of

Winklield, and by Mr. G. Knox; and it is indisputable that the

volmnes of those three years show a variety and a bi'ightness, and
withal a dignity, which it had not exhibited for years. One is

struck, in particular, by the courageous independence of the

editorial utteranccis, especially as shown in the frequently severe

reviews of books by well-known Evangelical writers. Venn was
a thorough Evangelical, but he could not be a mere party man, to

praise what his own side said and did, and to find no good in what
came from the other side. Many of Venn's own contributions are

easily recognizable. One appears so late as November, 1872, only
two months before his death.

It will be well understood how anxious Venn would be all this

time for the C.M.S. Secretariat to be occupied by capable men, and
in particular that his own post should he filled up. We have
before seen t how he viewed the frequent changes in the jwrsonuel

in his later years, and how for long there seemed no light on the

question who should succeed him. In 1870, the Connnittee fixed

April 5th as a day of prayer on whicli all the Society's friends

* Memnir of ]{. Venn, p. 268. t In Cliapter LIII. See p. 375.
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