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We can easily see and all admit that death is the supreme
evil If we consider the individual, but when we consider society
It becomes the supreme natural good. It was well said "One
must always die for the people." The axiom is limited here
by the context to sacrifice or satisfaction for sin. But it haa
likewise a universal meaning and application. It is just aa
true to say all must die for the people—for society. Society
is an ever extendmg telescope, every generation adding a new
cbambor widenmg as it goes, to let in more light. There are
1,600 millions, say, in each generation. If, as a unit, they
laced death they would do so in natural revolt but they would
leave their estates behind, not so much their physical chattels
and assets as their quote, their contribution to the intellectual
and the moral storehouses of the race, hidividnals may lose
the deposit, sections of society may degenerate, but society aa
a whole forges forward, because progress is an inexorable law

:

the law of the intellect, the law of the will, the law of nature.
That IS the only way nature and creation can return to the
Creator as final cause. Being bom and dying at specified
intervals and m the main precisely marked—man at seventy
years, the elephant at a hundred and so on, is a most bene-
volent design of the Creator's in the interest of society that
the inertia, the momentum of its morale and rationale may
continually but ordinately increase. Shall we conclude, then
that death is th supreme natural evil to the individual and
the supreme ni;tural good to society f To die a natural death
at seventy, after having spent a devoted and dutiful life is
still paying a double debt—life has been at usury—to nature
and to society. We return to nature less, but to society more,
than we received. There you have it ; evil for the individual,
and good for society. But supprse a man dies at thirty-three
for religion, the natural evil is greater and so is the social
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