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370 ENGLISH DRAMATIC COMPANIES

their privileges, and consequently on June 27, 1640,
William Beeston was removed from their manage^
ment, and William Davenant appointed in his place.
Davenant was to hold this position so long as the
lease of the Cockpit was held by ' Mrs. Elizabeth
Beeston, alias Hutcheson.' '

This company, of course, broke up whon the
playhouses were closed in 1642. There are no
records of them in the provinces,

' Miilone l.y Boswell, iii. 2M ; CoWwr, ii. 3-2, 33 n. Mr. Fleay supposes
that Mrs. Lhzak'th Beeston was Christopher Beestou's widow (Ktage, 356).
But (Christopher Becstoii's wile was ialle.l.lime, not Kliziilietii (cf. iViVW Co
li.roTd,,i\. 107, 110, 111, l:iO, 1-JS). Maloae si.ys William Beeston was
Wi/.tbeth Beest-.n's son (Maione l.y B<.swell, iii. 242). Collier conjectures
that William Beeotoii wa> Christopher's brother ((Colliei- -i. 24). In 1639
one(}eor(,'e Lill-raveatteniiued to turn his house, 'adjoiuingMrs. Beestone'a
phiyhouse,' into a tavern. This was prohibited, because ' the disorder being
likely to be such in the tavern joined to the playhouse as wiU not be
wssible to lie suppressed ' (Cat. ,Stak Fa/itrs, H)39).
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COURT I'ERFORMANCES
1637. Feb. 7, .

Hub. 14, .

Cupid's Re-
( (Beeston's

vefuje. \ boys).!

tt'it V thout Money.
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Maione by Boswell, iii. 239. From the llerljert office-book.

'- Maione by Boswell, iii. 239. From the Herbert office-book. On May
10, 1637, Christopher Beeston was pai.i [£-2i>] for 'two plays acted by theNew Company.' This iKiymeni was no doubt for the plays of Feb. 7 and
14 by Beeston's lM)ys (Chalmers, A/iology, 510).
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