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Ami answer made llic l.oM Sir Bedivcrc :

I heard the ripfdc wasliin^' in the reeds, 70

An<l tlie wiM water lai)i)inj; on the cra^
"

To wlioin rephed Kin;^' Arthur, faint and pale :

' Thou liasl l.etray'd th\ nature and thv name,
Not rendenn^' true answer as lieseem i

Thy fealty, nor like a nol.le knight : 75

For surer sv^n had foljow'd. either hand.
Or voiie. or else a motion of the mere.
This is a shameful thing for men to lie.

Vet now, I cjiarge thee, (jun klv go again
As thou art hef' and dear, and .!o the thnig
I hade tliee, wat^h, and IightK' hnng me won
Then went vSir Hedivere the seiond time

Aeross the ridge, and jjareM 1 reside the mere.
Countmg the dewy pel.l.les. tixM m thought

;

But when he saw the wonder of the hilt.

How curiously and strangely chased, he smote
His palms t'jgctlier. and lie cried aloud,
"And if indeed I cast the hrand awav.

Surelv a precious thing, one wrthv note,
vShould thus l)e lost for ever from the earth,
Which might have i)le;ise.l the eves of manv
What good should follow this, if tin. were done '

What harm, undone ' deep harm to dis(/i.ey,

Seein;,[ oSedience is the l.ond of rule
Were it well t(; obey then, if a king demand
An a;t unprotitahle, against himself '

The Kin;,' is sick, and knows not what he does.
What record, or what relii of .ny lord

'' " * - 1
: - - i "^ i : : : *v, , :

" u I L" 1 1 i j ; i \ i . TiS ill I'l

An.l rumours of a dou!*t .' Imt were this kept, mo
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