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rior atated that the land grant for this rail-
way badl ail been patented.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. This iaat sprlng
bas been very wet ln the Northwest and
any one who la familiar wlth the lower
Saskatchewanl knowa that for many a mila
en elther aide the country i. flat and boggy.
It wili require a great deal of work to get
any road ln good condition, more espe-
cialiy ln a very wet spring snch as we
have baad ln the Northwest. No new rail-
way ln the Northwest was ln a good con-
dition this year.

Mr. HERRON. Has the goverument ar-
rived at any policy yet with regard to the
building of thi-s road? Are they golng to
build It themselves, or let It out ta a cor-
poration?

Mr. GRAHAM. The one definite poiicy
the government have arrived at la that this
-road wIii be bullt, and bufit Immedlately,
by somebody. To ascertain what the pro-
bable cost of the road would be i. the
firat necessary atep, whether we shal
build It ouraeivea or let It to somebody else.
For that purpoae I arn havlng a party or-
gazized to start ont very shortly ta make
a survey from the Saskatchewan river to
the Hudson bay, to Fort Churchill proba-
biy, possibly, to some other point on Hud-
son bay. But before I take any stepa ln
that direction we wili bave to have a sur-
vey made to see what it ia going to cost,
whether we build it ourseives or whether
we get It done by somebody eise.

Mr. LÂKE. Whien wiil the parties start
ont, and how long wll.Iit take them.?

Mr. GRAHAM. A survey party wiil be
organlzed lnstantiy. They wili be away
from here shortiy after we are. This road
la going to be built by somebody and bniit
immediately.

Mr. LAKE. Wonid the minIster let this
Item stand untii he can give us the informna-
tion ln regard to the condition of the rail-
way to whlch I referred just now, aud ln
regard to whIch I asked for Information?
Unies. that bank la completed, and I un-
derstand the whoie country ha. to be
dralned, It wiii flot be possible to get to the
Pas.

Mr. KNOWLES. I abject to aliowing the
Item to stand. Whether the hon. member
for Qu'Appelle (Mr. Lake) lasof that opinion
or not, ln my opinion the people of the
west want the preiiminary snrvey and the
location of the route effected at the earliest
possible moment. I extremely regret that
as a representative of the people the hon.
member wouid be a party ta the delaylug
of the matter by havIug the Item stand.
More than that, I think It i. not fair ta
say the vote la only for the mak!ug of a
preliminary survey, becanse it i. not oniy

for acqniring the Information which i. es-
senltial, but likewise to iocate the uine which
la to be bullt. As the MinIster of Raiiways
has said, the first step to be takeu ln the
construction of the road by the government
or by a cornpany ia ta make the aurvey and
locate the Ilue, and the Minister of Rail-
ways saya that i. being done this year. I
trust the hon. member for Qu'Appeiie (Mr.
Lake) wiii withdraw hls objection and will
not lusiat on allowIng the Item to stand,
causing further delay. I also wish to re-
spectfuliy correct the Impression la the
minds of the Honse that the banks of the
lower Saskatchewan or the country lu the
viclnlty of the banks la of a marshy nature.
I have given same littie stndy to this, and
I might say there are 70 miles which are of
limestone formation to the north of the
river, which Ia the best formation on which
ta construct a railway.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. The hon. member
does not know that the railway approaches
the river from the south.

Mr. LAKE. The hou. gentleman's ire-
marks about holding this Item np are ab-
solntely unfalr. He knows that perfectly
well and knowa that he la trylug to make
a Ilttie paitry politicai capital out of It.

Mr. KNOWLES. I rise ta a point of
order. The hon. member shouid not say
that I arn trying ta make cheap politîcal
capital.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I do not
think that la out of order.

Mr. LAKE. The hon, gentleman ls per-
f ectiy aware, no one more so, that ta aak
this Item ta stand tor another day wili not
affect the date on which the Item le passed
by the Houge, as ail these Items must be
coilected Into a Suppiy Bill.

Mr. GRAHAM. My hon. friend surely
does not mean ta hoid this Item as a hat-
age until I brIng down the Information ?
This lias nathiug to do with the Canadiau
Narthern Raiiway Fa. line.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. The greater part
of the Pas 1111e i. fit for any sort of traffic,
but there la no railway In that part of the
west whIch ha. flot been softened up by
the heavy raina lni this wet spriug.

Mr. LAKE. If the minlater wlIi give the
information I will ask hlm for It on golng
Into Supply.

Mr. LENNOX. 1 do not wish todeiay
the Item, and 1 hope the hon. member for
West Assiniboin wIll not think 1 arn dolng
go. I think it la utterly contemptibie thq
tactîca some hon. gentlemen seem ta adopt
at timea for the purpose of making cheap
politicai capital. There should be a sense
of honour among gentlemen that will not,
for the mere petty advantage theY cau
makre ln Ithat way) utteriy ýnIsrepreseflt
what another member says.
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