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Board of Trade Council.

A m oeting  of the councll of the
board o? trade was held Tuesday afe
ternoon,  ‘The board reeently urged on
the minister of pablle works to  in-
. rease the present post oflice bLuilding,
and to concantrate therein all the Do-
winton public oflices of the city.

A reply was  recelved from Mr
rarte that he would be unable to take
up the matter at this late stage of tne
<sssfon, but that he would deal with it
dquring the recess. The board  then
wrote all the members  restdent in
winnlpeyg, asking them €0 urge upon
the minister that he come to some e -
dston In regard to the enlargement of
e buliding. Megsrs. MeCrearvy, M.
1., Richardson, M. P, and Puttee, M.
P, have replied, stating that thev
nave Interviewed the llon. Mr. Tarte
and that he has Informed them that
he fully rvecognizes the necessity ot
new premises for Dominlon oflices in
winnipeg, and will give the subjsct
full conslderation before the next ses-
sjon of parllament. Mr. Puttee writes
the hoard : I have interviewad the
Hon, Mr. ‘I'arte, minister of publle
works, on the subject, and while ox-
paining that he found it impossible
(o make provision for the work in this
year's ostimates, he assures me that
e is convinced of the desfrability of
the fmprovement and will provide for
It and procerd 1o earry it out next
ear,””
).\lr. C. H. Newton wrote the council
thanking the members for thelr re-
commendation which secured his ap-
pormiment as ofiicial assignee for the
province of Manltoba.

Telcphone Ratess

The Toronto board of trade had
communicated with this board asking
for information regarding the rates
charged by the Bell 1'clephone vom-
pany for business and private tele-
phones in Winnipeg, also asking if
this board 1s In favor of having the
present schedule of rates in Canada
maintalned subject to reviston by the
governor-tn-councll, and not ralsed as
petitioned for by the telephone comn-
pany. The Information usked for by
the Toronto body had been wired, and
they were informed that the board
fhiad already signed the petition to par-
ftament that the present schedub» of
rates be not Increased.

Natfonal Tolegraph Systom.

A communlcation was recelved from
the British Empire League In Canada,
asking the ‘board to petitlon pariix-
ment 10 nationalize the telegraph and
cable system. ‘The matter was lald
over for further consideration,

A communlcatlion was read from the
Vancouver board of trade, asking this
board to enrdorse and pass the follow-
Ing resolution .  IResolved that this
board s of the opinion that the metric
system  of weights and measures
should, as recommended by a select
committee of parlinment in 1895, be
legallized fn all parts of the empire,
excepting Indla, for alt purposes, and,
after a perfod of two years, be every-
where rendered compulsory by Act or
ordinance, aml that weanwhite 1he
system should be thoroughly taught in
all public elementary schools, as =«
necessary branch of arithmetie. Some
two years ago the Winnipeg board
endorsed the general principle of  the
wetric system, but the council could
rot see Its way clear to ask that it be
mwade compulsory.

Visttors to Winnlpeg.

A Jetter was read from the Cana-
dian club of Boston, Massachusells,
asking the board to designate some
particular period durlng the Year
when specfal  attractions would be
proviled to welcome in the clty visit-
ing Cansdlans who are resident fn the
United States, and especinily in the
siate of Massachusetts. It was resolv-
ed to recommend the Canadian club
that exhibition week would be the
best time for visitors to come to Win-
nipeg, and that the communication be
forwarded to the Exhibition assocla-
tion for such action as they might
deein necessary.

Grain Xaspoction System.

Th> general grain commitiee of the
bvard reported on an tuterview which
they recetwly had with Ion. Mr. Sif-
ton In connection with the bill now
before Parliament to amend the gen-
eral inspectlon act by abolishing the
right of the board of survey as the
fnal appeal from the grading of grain
by the inspection staff, the proposdd
am-ndment, it Delng understood, be-
g due to som?d changes proposxd In
the fngpection system at the port of
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Montreal, The committee had strong-
Iy urged thay the system as now es-
tablish -0 o Manitoba should be left

alow:, a3 I was ghving  aatisfaction
now, and My, Nifton had promised
that the wintater of intand  revenue

would be fuily advised by him of the
desire of the trade,

Bounty on Mg JLcad,

A commudeation was read from the
Netwon Board of Trade in connesion
with their proposal that the Dominion
gosetnment should glve a bounty of
35 per ton on pig lead, the product’
from ores mined, smelted and  rve-
flned in Canada.  As the Nelson board
fhid been asked for some apeclfle ine
formation, a tion ou theh  communi-
cation was delayed unttl she receipt
of word from them,

Tunnery und New Roards,

A communication tiom the  Wumn
Tanning company of Wenm, Shropehire,
Logland, was pead, asking tor infor-
mation they desite to obtain in con-
nectiont with the posstbl. estaoifate-
ment by them of - tannery in Winni-
Py The secepotary was direoted 10
furward the communication to  the
ity counell, with such information as
e had wolb-uted, as the matter of exs
vmption fiom ladalion was tncluded
in thelr conununictation.

Notlee was given the buard of the
organization of new boards of trade
at Moosomin and Stratheona in the
Tervitories.

Insuranco Rates.

The matter of wpieatly  fncreased
ravss of insurance for the city was
digseussed at some lengih. A conunit-
e, consisting of Messrs, D, K. El-

ftott, Wm., Georgeson, . L. Drewry,
Ao 1. Johneon and J, H. Ashdown,

was appuvinted to look into the whole
question, both of the fnensase fa the
rates of insuranee and the plan of
rating the Winntper properties for in-
gUranee purposss alopted by vhe tire
utiderw cilars’ bourd, the commitive to
have full puwer to act in making rep-
resentations to the underwrlters.

Arter attending to some routine mat-
trz, the council adjourn-d.

Rerritorial Legislature.
£-1

Regina, N. W, 1% May l4—In the
assembly ywsterday S, McLeod moved
for o return ralaking to public com-
panies doing business in the Cerrt-
tories. His object, he sald, was to
find out whether such institutions as
the Canada Mutua) Loan and Invest-
ment company could be allowed to do
business, and it so to alter ¢he law so
that they could not. e quoted in-
stances to show that parties, who had
paid up the full amount loaned with
interest, {nsurance and all charges
yed found themseives owing more than
oever He characterized the transac-
tione as a swindle.

R B Bennett sceionded, and corro-
borated the statemrant as to the in-
debtedness of persotis to  the coms-
pany after ¢hey had pald up every-
thing that equity demanded.

Hon. Ar. Bulyea admitted the grieve
ance, and would not oppose the mo-
tion which was then to.

Premier Haultain moved the sec-
ond reading of a LI to remove or-
tain doulks as to the cffect of the
Local Improvement ordinance. He
satd that 0 csrtain suils against e
Hudson’s Bay company, other com-
panies and some Individuals to re~
cover taxes on their lands the sreat
corporation haid raised certafn techni-
cal points by a construction of the or-
dtnance that was never intended by
the assembdly when it passed the or-
dinance. ‘The hon. gentleman quoted
piveedents in <he hmperial parliament
for such declaratory lexisiation

Thos. Mackay objected to the re-
troactive character of the bill Liti-
gation was still perding, and he ob-
Jecuxd to 1t, ag o measure that sought
Lt interfere with the cases  not yet

dectded. 1 the House had made a
mistake it must abide th: conse.
queaces, but he would support R

measure Lo remedy the mistake in the
future,

R. B Bennatt spoke strongly ggainst
the b1 Even {¢ the assembly had
power o pass such a measure §t was
& power that should be used very
carefully. Cases were still  pending,
and what the bill proposed was really
L tell the judges what the law  was,
uml! to tell them that uniess they de-
cldid a certain way they were declding
wrongly.

AMr AL 1. Sifton, for the government,
repliad that the most desperate of-
forts were being put forward by the
groat corporations to  cvade their
taxes, wileh the ondinary settlers *had
to pay, and {n the interesks of the sct-
thers the law on the Bubject should be
daclared.  The b was read a second
time, and after several bilis had been

advanced o stage the Iouse ad-
Journed.

‘The members, howsver, Kept their
wzeats, and considered as private per-

sons an invitation from ¢he ety coun-
cil and board of trade ot Calgary ask-
Ing the Heutenant-gorvernor aml the
assembly to visit this clty as 1t3
Zueatz on May 24 It was decided that
the members of the assembly ahould
accept the invitation, and a commit-
tee was appolinted to draft a suitable
reply.

New C. P R, Lines.

Construction work on the C. P, R,
this year will be, 30 far as can be
learned, in continuing the lines that
were started last yesr and In running
a few spur lines In the west. Among
the new lnes to he started will be a
spur Into the Qu Appelle valtey. A
trial line s now befny run from Mooso
min which witl go as far as Scigsors
and eventually to the vailey. 1t was
expected that the llne would run fiom
Elkhorn o this focality but it new
lonks as if the company had dechded
in favor of the former place.

The Waskada branch  will be con-
tinued acmoss the Sowls and Auntler
tivery, fifteen miles being the amount
to be bullt this year. The Snuwilake
braneh will be continued toward the
boundary, a distance of uine mides.
Grading on th., Lake Winnipeg branch
18 now progressing, and a distance ot
fourteen miles will be bullt thls sui-
mer.,

Grain Boats for the Lakes,

Montreal, May 15.—~C. . Dezola,
Canadian representative of Swan aund
Hunter, the famous shipbuilders of
PTyneside, says his firm are planning
ta put a tleet of grain carriers on the
Cana Han canals as soon as Montreal
is equipped with elevators and the
impraements at Port Colborne are
carried out. The designs for the boats
and barges Lave already been decided
upon It is intenrded to bulld steamers
anl barges in proportion of one to
two. 'The two barges will be towed
by ecach propeller. Theilr dimensions
will be the same but the space In the
steamers occupied by the machinery
w.akes thelr carrying capacity less
than that of barges. Tue boats wilt be
about 160 feet long, 12 feet beam 104
will have a draught of 14 feet. Ewbh
of the steamers will have a capactty
of SQUUU bushels and each of  the
barges wilt  earry 100,000 bushels.
Therefore each fleet, steamer with
two bharges In tow, will have a cap-
aclty of 250.000 bushels. With «a
number of these fleets in the canals
srain ran ba moved castward from
Port Colborne at a pretty rapid rate
and very cheaply. Some of the
steamers and barges wiil be built on
the other side of the Atiantic but
probably a shipyard will be establish-
ol In Canada if it §s found business
will warrant expenditure for con-
struction.

‘Wheat Stocks Decreasing.

Wheat supplies in the leading pro-
ducing and consuming countries usue
ally decrease heavily about this time
of the year, and it [s therefore no
surprise to learn that the world s sup
ply fell off more heavily in April than
it dld during the ent)ve first quarier
of the year. It I8 of interest to note,
however, that the decline has
been relatively greater in the United
States this vear than for any corres-
ponding pericd for at least five years
past. DFaropean supplies Hkewise de
creased, and the result s o quite bull
fsh exhibition of the statisticnl side of
the wheat situation.

The total stock of wheat in the lead-
ing countries of the world on May 1
compares with preceding periods  as
follows :

(000's omitted.)
May 1, April 1, May 1. May I,
1901, 1901,

1000, 1899

TS & Canada 582 S1K26 77.814 SL713
Turope & afloat?R 100 78,200 7

Austratia 10.550 10,280 7.500

Argentina . 2200 3520

Totals . 157,532 173,776 159,194 130053

The following tadble shows the de-

ocrnses in the worlds visible supply

in Aprii for four years past :

(000's omltted.d

1901 N, IR0,

1908

R 1
TS & Caaada 16,438 0053 3840 10,277
Europe. L 100 4500 2,200 8400
Australla G20 00 T0p
Argentlon . . . . 320 2288 2576 1,104

J16,234 16,571 4,170 19,381

in the Unlted States
was 16411000

Total decrease

tlucrense.

The decrease
and Canada in April

883

bushels, an aggregate stightly lavger
than the entire net world's decrease,
owing to the Increase fn Australlan
stocks  ‘The decrense In Amerlan, I
wWill e seen, iz more than 7,000,000
lwshox taurger than fn Aprit & yesw
a0 about four thues what It was In
184, and about 6,000,000 bushels lar-
ger than the decraase i Aprl), 1808,
which witnessed the start of the Leiter
boom While the supplies in this coun-
try fell oft heavily, those tn the rest
of the world decreased but  slightly,
the resuit belng that the deercase in
the world's supply this  year was
sightly smaller than a year ago, and
about 3300000 Hushels less than the
decrease In 1808,

In the folluwing table are glven the
detalls of the movement of gtocks in
the United States and anada, month-
Iy, since January 1, fuul .

Last of  Pacltle Fotals 1.8,

1901 Ruckles.  coast. & Canada.
Juaunary STULL0G R GSB000 95,597,000
Peb 1 NG,32E, UK N TIT o 15,081,000
Mareh 1 LNLTOL000 GAOTI00  KT,07T6,000
Aprit 1 LTRO0,000 8,300,000 81 826,000
May 1 ., JG0208,000 5,055,000 G3,3852000

Stocks here and In Canada, it winl
be seen, fell off 16,444,000 bushels this
year in Apiil and decreased 31,215,000
bushols since Januvary §, whereas o
year ago the decreage In April was
only YUSB000 bushels, and the de-
credse fromn Januasy 1 to May 1 was
. 4,105,000 bushels. In 1898 the de-
ctease for the first four months was
only 20874LU00 bushels, but ft will be
recalled that this latter decrease was
on a cohslderadbly smaller total stuck.
The situatton on May 1 for a period
of years past Is shown in the follow-
ing table:

East of  Pacltic Totals U.S.

May 1. Rockles,  coant. & Cauada.
1oL . GUIS 000 5,054,000 63,852,000
1o . 1,000 TS0
18 TN 445500 51718000
1N BLO5000 3,051,000 54,000,000
157 1,685,000 1LGHLOK 51.205,000
FEMT O dOBMUO0 BRI 00 REGTIW0
150 S80S U 10,150,000 90,604,000
1NH 9,478,000 1,418,
1N BORT,000 W,247
1802 2,188,000

| 31 S 4,210,000 3
PRSI, 3.N28,000

S350
‘The total American stock on May 1
this yeur, GHLAS2.010 bushels, 13 12,-
432,000 bughels smater than a year
ago, but s 134569.000 bustels larger
than n 1899 and L0 UK sashels
farger than., or almost «double, the
stock held tn 189S, It 1s worth noting,
however. that the present siock 18
from 1SN to  33,000,040) bushels
smalter than it was in the depresscd
years 1803 to 1IN inclusive. The posi-
tion of European supplies on the first
day of May compares with preceding
months and ears as follows .
ONGO0's omitted )
ING UG AT U Ol 1m0, 1901,
Gl

Jan TS0 NS 02 g 1 GR2 714

[T Y B e X w0

Mar . 832 T

Apr i

May WSS 2 81

Jutoe KA

July AL%}

Aug NGNS

Sept L LT8O

Oet . 800 05

Nov L0482 W8 616 489 716 T4

Dee o591 S92 W05 S34 T 24
Buropean supplies, it will be seen,

showed practically no  alteration in
April, agadnst declines of from 2,000,-
000 to 9,000,000 bushels in the years
from 100 tack to 1885, and the total
supply on May 1, 75,100,000 pushels,
which s 8,000,000 bushels targer than
A& year ago. Js lkewise the heaviest
stock held on May 1 since 1893 The
combined American  and  European
stocks on May 1 make the following
comparison .
W0.000's omitted.)

1901, 1600, 1899, ‘08, '97, ‘D4,

Jan 1 169 167 117 132 156 1
Fels, 1 16T 182 N8 120 148 197
March 1 L162 158 124 118 1 172
Aprat 1. RS (-1 20 T3 W LU § IS B0 (1N
May 1., 0 L W3 18 NIT6 107 NG
June 1 . . 132 1G99 94 163
July 1., ... 123 1 S0 T8 12%
AYTTLAND TP . 123 116 58 G4 108
Sept. 1 .. .. L. 35 N7 53 68 107
Qﬂ. 1 . .. Ind 133 67 an 1w
Nov. 1. . 166 139 SS 111 162
Dee. 1 . T G 106 127 192

. 170 Its

Tho combined stocks fell oft abow
17,000,000 bushels during the month,
against & decrease of 13,000,000 bush-
els 2 yeur ago. GOO0.000 bushels In
1S9, 19.000.000 bushels 1n 1898 and
15,000,000 bushels in 1897, The satd
stocks arc 0,000,000 bushels smaller
than a year ago on May 1, but are 26,-
MND,000 bushelr larer than in 18
and 48,000,000 bushels larger than in
IRIR. —Bradstreet’s,

An ant, they say, can draw twent)
times its own weight, but A good,
healthy mustard plaster can glve the
ant cards and spades and beat it at its
own zame.



