
,DOUR DAVIE'S DRIVE.*

oj0sav.logs dark on tile ice of' Volveritsc River,

«,Oce slsassîy ronds, trod iseaps of brusis, forced Isis

tbrosS1' tise topss of felled pilles, jumnped front littie
il ùso stessn fe of snow-Pinn:tgcr*s mets caiied
"la serrer on snowv-àisoes." «They nevcr kncw the

;en frons wiiei lie mniglit cone-trn ignorance wisicis
îbesfl dil btv"y %ville axe, saw, cant.hook, ansd horses

tis wo square msiles of fo<rest cossîp)ri-sing Isis ''1cul."
t ras Il isake or break"* %vitlle Pisinager. Ile hall
hcted to put on thse tee aih Ille iogs lie rniglt miakle;

,tyone î.-ft ins tise Noods lie nsust pay siussîpage
~fWit. Now blis axe-mnes )end donc suds wotisders

t p-,nnagers. diiulsty %vas Io gel isis iogs lsauied out.
itacis lerc SCarcic tisat Nv'stir. Titc sshanty îv

hty toiles front :ery settiessscnt ;ordinary teansstCrs
Dot Cag9er to %Çork for a1 salaitl speculative jobiber,

bc sigist or isigîl flot be aie to pay iii tise spring.
pil 0nager 1usd %oîsse extraordinary teasssers, sons of

ne %viei seigisbored Iisisi at home, assd wlsot wcre surc
*ouid pay tistes, tisougis is sisould bave bo nsorîgage

Tse situe %vas laie Febristr>'; sevcn feet of ssowv,
eon tise icvet ; a thasv isiglit turn tise svlole forest

Io siesis; but if tise wcatlser should. Il ioid lisard" for
wcciks longer, l'ineagcr isiglis M.tkC assd flot break.
ethe chances sverc ieav'sty against feints.

ADy jobber sa siîssatcd w~ossd f cci vexed on iscaring
bist one ofisis best teairs tsnd sîsddenssy been taken out of

'sýservice. Ilinnager, crossing a shaesy road %vitle tise
side of a nioose, svas hailed by Jamie Stuart wvith tise

lifey, boss, liold on i Dztvie MIcAndrews' ieg's broke.
IlsiJoad blewed at tise isil- -log catchcd hinm agaisist a

"Whereis lise?" sisouted Pinnager furiousiv.
-Carried bîien to Ssa)ýnty.**
- %hcre arc Isis isorses ?
.,Stable.*'
«Tel Aleck Dusîblar to go gel llscm out. lie must

te Davse s piace-confound tise lad's careiessisss !
"-Davie says no; svonl ]et any olîser mssen drive bis

"lie %vost. l'Il shsow finst * and Pisnngcr sil.-de a
e.iine for lits stsanly. lie %vas clsoking wili rage,; il

sNe more so bevaîsse hoe knewv notinig %hort of brcaking
DavicetliAsdPews' ncck voulsd beakt Davie )celndrews'
szcbbornîcss, a teflection tisat caoled Piisnagler before lie
itacised tise !slsassîy.

Tise cook "'as bsssy about tise caboose lire, getîing
zsppfer fur fift3.iseree devourers, ivlien Pinssager erstered
tise iow door, -end mnade straigisi for one of lise double :'.r
efdicsgy bunlitS. Tiscre iny a youth of elisteen, vsith an
causu.l paiior en bis %ven tier.bicaten face, ansd more tisan

tise testent sternness about Isis formidable jaw.
IlWhiat's, ail lisis, Das'ie? Vois sure thse icg's brokc ?

I*d *a thougit you oid cnogs ta lake care."
"You woid?" said Davie grisily. ",Ind your.-eifnot

4' cnough to have yos jsicce of rond mcnded-yois
tisai %%-as so ciicteold about it ! -
Il VIsess yOts knew il w~as so bad, lise more you sould
taise care."
" And îlsat's t rue, Pinnager. But no use in yoss and nme

cisoppin' woods. l'tn eeding a doclor*s lsands on nse.
Cn Yeuse a bone? "
"I NO, [il1 flot esseddle %isi it. Nlaybe jack Seatt cars

btt 1*il sesd yois out home. A fine ioss l'il bcet. Con.
kound iî-asd me like to break for want or te.ams 1

"Ive lisoclit o« yer case, Plinn.-ger," said Davie, with) a
asriousjudiciai) air. Il lî's sore isard for ye; 1 ken slisa
well. Theres me and mc fcytisor's isorses gawn off, aend
Yeu collitin' on us. 1 fel for yc, sa 1 do. But l'il no
put >'ou to orsy lass in sendin' me ails."

Ils you tbinking to tougi it tisrouglisere, Davie ?
No, yossii flot chance il. Anyway, the ioss wouid bc Isle
saine-msorc, too. Wisy, if 1 scnd out for Isle doctor,
lsere". a i can off for fuitlf'sve days, and tise expeose of Isle
doctor! Tisco he miglstn*t cone. W'ows, no01 ils out
You Must5 go.--

'*Wisat cisc?" %nid Dnvic cooily. leWouid I lic iscre
tilt lonng asnd my lcg miendin' into tise Lard ken% wisat-
ite shape ? Wouid 1 bc fetin' oy itiser drive tse limores

sny feyther entrustîl 10e my ]one? WVossd 1 bc dependin'

IF't Bttwteen F-uth DMi Sky." lsy petmiseon of thc: publULer,
WIIIÙCiatriggp. Cop)*rihted,%8t7.

on bIr. Pinssager for kec1,, ansstse idie ? Miain, l'di val
tise liorses' iicacis off tisaï: sî'n; at honse fiiey'd bie pîrofit
to msy fcytiser. So it's fIle ansd thises tis:t starîs sît gray

tise lnorîs's inoris."
"Atone 1 " exciainscd Pinsîager.
"Just tieni, sssais. Wlsnt for no0?"

"Yot're ligit-'iadcd, Davic. A ladt %ville Isis icg bruite

can't drive tisrce da.ys."
"MNaybe yes an ' nsnybe nso. l'ss for il, otsyisov."
it sssay 55505, ilt isay-'-- "
Aye, or rails, or tisati, or liat , tise t.ard's tic us tise

hsabit o' isakin'isie ss'eaîier suit assy bits isisnsei'. let, l'isn
gawssii; ste cost of a osan svi' nie %void foal tise wages
>'c're Osving sol 555> fcytiser.'*

.'Il e facils teain, anyliow,*' said Plinnger, Il nsd filse
sseeditig il bad. A driver iliti yaîs coîsid bring bac- Isle
isorses."

Il Nay, sssy fe tiser wvill trtsst lsis beasîs to flance but Iiiîn
sel' or fsis sons. Utst l'il hsave yer case ici miesd, Pinoager;
it's a sore ssecessity >'ou're iîs. l'Il nsk osy feytisor to
senti back tise tealîs, and assotiser to tise sait «if i(t; ît's like
tîsat Tatn end Neil scil be home b>' tsow. Aîsd l'il sîsrcad
%word hov ye're sseeuin' tcannis, linîsagor ;it's tike yotir
neiglîbors sviii send ye in sax or ciglit in.

IlMan, îlsat's a grand notîions, Davie 1 But yos cars'î
go aloise; it's cleass imlpoàsible."

"l'oi gawfi, Piiessiager."
Vau caîs't surfe out in sevefi fées, af 5550w '.lien >'ou

neset toadirsg. V'ou can't wvater or fecd >'our ilorses.
Tisere's fort>' miles tise seconsd day, aod les-or a. stols-
pîng-place ; yoîsr limsorcan't stassd il."

I 'mi sva for tise beas5s, Kissisnger; but îisey'ii hsave no
force bîst Io ts-avci dry ansd litsssgry if bia' et for isens."

"Yot're bound lo go?"
"Div yoîî t«ik' re for aen idjit ta bc talkis' ansd ti0 eono'n

io il ? Off' %l' ye, ma'ri ! Tise leg's nso exaclly a
comfart svhen l'os taliîs'."

VII wy, Davie, it must be liurting yoes terrible 1"
Pinnager isad afrmosi forgotîo Ille broken leg, ~~
such %vas Davic's compossîre.

Il ts no exacl> a comfort, 1 said. Get yau gosse, -.
Pinfiager ; your mien msay be îdlin'. Gel yosi gone,
-sd sesîd in Jack Scott, if lic s mari enossg Io handie
my icg. l m vcarvin justow for my aise cosspany.'

As Davie iîad made Isis programme, so il slood.
His %vitt ws's inflexible to prosesîs. N'ext nsorning
ai dawn tlsey %et feim ois a, isay-bed inoIiss tow, îsn-
boxcd slili. A bag of oats support cd tsis back;
bis unhurt leg scas braced agassi a iice of
plank spikcd clowsn. Jock Scott tend psilcd tise
brakes booces ifito wisat. hc tiîotsght tiscir place, assd
lied tisat icg up in spiess of cedar.

Tise slili %vas enciosed by sIikes, four on cadi
side, ail sied tagetiser by stout rope. Tite stake
aet Davie's rigist tsand svas sisortencd, tisat lie osfiglit
bsang Isis reins liserc. His watcr-bucket %vas ticd to
anotiser stakle, and Iis bal; of provisions bo a, tsird.
He scas warm in a cooss'skin coat, end four pairs of
bilkets under or aver feint.

Attiite mat montent Pinnager protestcd: isîss senti
a mans t drive. It blistn't cost you a cent, Davie."

"lTsaok yoîs, kiîsdiy, Pinnager,"* said Davie, gravciy,
l tel( thant to yotir credit attse settîcoessl. But ye're

needisi' ail your belli, end l'i talle shisac ta worscn your
chsances. Miy feytiscr's limres fieed ti0 driviîs' but sny
word."

lssdeed, lhey %vouid Ilgoe,""," or "«w-boa"- like
oxco, and loveti bis voice. Round'barrciicd, deep>'.
breatiset, isardy, surc'fooîcd, acttve, gcsstlc, eodsriiig,
brave, ansd used Ici tise exigencios of Ilbusts ro.nds%," liey
wouid take tins tisrougi safciy if borses' wit cuid *

Davie tsnd uttcred nes-er a gro.an after those invoiunta.ry
anes forccd frott tinto wlscn tise log, drivitsg lsis tel;
agaifist a tec, isad mtade bien aimosî uncossscicus. ButI
the imainsveut stood bcadcd an Iis face duriog tise torture
af cas'rying lsim to tise slcigli. Not ai sotsnd frott lsis lips,
tisougi ! Tise>' could guess lsis sufTerings fronts naughît
but bis isard brentiig through Isle nose, dit horribl
swcaîi, andise iran set of lus jaw. Aftcrtliey iaplalccd

bsiff, thse dutier agony tisnt teand kept bie awakc rettsrncd;
ie smtiled grou>', a'nd said, IlTibat's a comfors."

lic hten caîco anti drunk lisartiiy ; f.e scsned strossg
stili ; but %vient if Isis sicigi biaulti tusm aver ai soosce
sidlissg place of tise rude, loneiy, and isili>' fore!,( rond ?

As Davie ciiirsvped ta bis limres «-nd ss.Ls afIl',tie Men
gave hios a cheer; then Pinnager and ait svent away to
labor fit for migisî' Mnic, asid tise swingitig of axes andi

tise cr:issisg of litige psilles ansd lise tîssssbliig of logs frotte
roitwa>"s let tiesîs fâtsev-li'ee te> Wonder iîow% Davie cotikt
oser brace Iisiiiseit 10 save Isis broketi iog att ils,' eisos.

Tise terribsle nii--jlsge lis so.nd But fuir
lhiso Davie %votiid hsaso %till'eredl iittie mosîre tisais iss a

sisaîsti bisîsi. Tise track wvas ssso'tly tvo siniosll niit's
sejînrateit iy a ridge so ligi nsied hisnd tiant tise steighi'
botitn ofteu suit ose it. Ilorsoes iew; %lsre'footeît woîsid
bsave qtnggered eseis, ersu bittesi cros.iy set tisseassîsîlir
%visite trottîsng usu tisase deep, isarrow rtbut 1tvie's

lior.%es ke1sî tiseir "'jog 'aisiabli', tossissg tisîir iscadu
ss'iîi gice Io bo travelinsg lovvards bsoule.

'rise cisik of t hic'iass ie ciack of lsarsses%, tise
glide of rhsssser.- osit Isle lisard, dry'snow, tise ssoiî of tise
frastyssosed îeasss, tise lonsg wvisirritsg of startied gr-otle-
Das'îe ossi>' iseard ise.se aoss.nd liseas' tsein dre.iissily
iin tise long, %Illootll liglitb bt!lweesi cabots.

Overisod lhe piste tops ss'ere «t dark caisopy witii littie
rieslds of ecar blue acest lisrossgs eise rifts of grLeen ; ou Isle
forest floor sîssail fesrs bosst uîidur roeîesdiug %veigists tif

%soow %viiicls oftes it ol as% if iosed by tise %tir (if psart-
ridgc wviogs ; tise fisse tracer>' of licîiocs stîsodt-a ;'

a-si bircises ssssuggieut sîs iothaîIt issîssgled %ville eis-
curlinsg rags. Sosîstictites a breei eddied dowsssvard isi
tise aisies, andt tiscis ah tisle ussdergrovt %vas a, bilenst
commîsotion of sîsoss, iak sienîd f.nllîssg. l3avie's c>'ts
noted ailt îiigs unuscsvuîsi)y ; iss sitsŽ of lItsils n i fêit
Isle ess.isaisciint of tise Svister ssoods ~utii-ansîtiscr
cabot! t! cailed Isi's leasî te> walk.

Nover wsas one cabîot wvisiout ssaei inciîscessioi ; iso
gripp~ed iss 5îniehiard aI cacis, braced i tss!otsd teg, assî
field oiîs, feelinsg tikto, die ss'itit tise horrible iirutî af tise
broken osse forwnard and tison back; yet alws'ys Iis ivi)]l
ordcrcd Isis desjsarate scesses.

Eleven o'ciock! Davic drew uji be'ore tise isaf-brecut

Pceer Wiitefuck's midtwood stoppsng-pace, ansd briefly
cxîslaied lis situation.

IlGis'e nsy isorses a feed, lise %vent oue. "'hiere's Onîs
(n thbsbag. lIli no be issovedi mysci'. ia eoî'ift
osea tine ftc.t; I'vc gotsssy owo provisions." Sa iente1

-end drn n in Ilse zcro %veaisler.

IVau'ii took ili' drink of N.iik~ aid Pleter, %Ville
comnssiscratiais, as Davie svas startissg awsay.

1 don't tise il."'

""i aîs'li got f'.i' ss.-cd saine .oirc >oui'I sec (le Widow
Green place. I ass ivventy.trce itie."

tl 1 %ill îicd il tîsen, ' said i)as ic test$ 'sas awav.

Evensisg lîad cloNed je) wis'î tise Itiçlbi f teasisters,
:îsvailisg suhîiflr afi WVdosv Green % ruide ilsi isîard sîcigi.
'oeils, «end soosî a sisout ossîsidc:

IlConse out, -. celse one!'*
Tisaent sai insolence isi tise teanstrrs' code. Contse

Ot, iesdced t Tise U'idow Greens. buslliîsf about sv(lui
fricti pork, feit otîtrageti. To (se caileci ouit !--f lier owu
isouse t-lite a dog I-ssot %hse!

"Conste aut bsore, soissebodyt Davie bisoîsîcd again.

G* ouI -end break lis tîcat tose of you,"« %nii isgliîtiesg

toc, great a1 psrsonage lo go usut asi ss'reak venîgeansce on
aen untnosvn.

Narcisse 1-arocque %vcnt- Io tbrasi assybody wt*uid bc
gior3' for Narcisse, ssed lie fête Mire tient Miosccs %voîld flot,
in Ilsese circunisianess, Jei anybody Ihirasi lîim.

"Ilsat for you shsout iîk* dat ? Cail mans flous, biey
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