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passed all who have preceded him, from the days of Aristotle, in the
reform which he has ettected in the scicuces of observation.  His
religion (heing brought up in the Protestant faith) put carly ditli-
culties in the way of his edacation; and at a subsequent period his
active mind gave him, in the German Uuiversity of Heidelherg,
such an uncnviable polemical saperioriority, that he was led, by
the persceations which it entailed, to abandon the profession of the
chureh, his original destination,

The characteristic of Cuvier’s mind was rather accurate observa-
tion than grasping idealty; and though all his researches exhibit a
most comprehensive scope of thought, vet this was so well ddisei-
plined by his habits of actual investigation, that he cannot e xaid
ever to have committed mn extravaginee in theoretical dedactions
and the same admirable perfection of the contemplative faculties
which makes genius merely the application of common sense to
new ideas, prevented him from ever erring so far as to enter the
domains of hypothesis.  His lectures on Comparative Anatomy
have been preserved hy two of his pupils.  They exhibited an un-
equalled as<iduity of research, and were the bases ot the natural
arrangement of the animal kingdom which he presented to the
world in the Reane Animal.

The constancy of form and structure, which in the course of his
researches this able naturalist had perecived to characterize tho<e
separate creations which nature appeared to mark out as distinet
species, led him to conceive that the lost forms of the earth, the
animals of former worlds, might be grouped, and their affinities
to living tribes be established by an inspection of tragments, how-
ver small, which might be collected from its rocky strata.  There
was no occasion to travel to test the truth of this deduction the ba-
sin of the French metropolis contained within itself all the materi-
als necessary for the investigation, and, to assist him in the miner-
alogical part of the inquiry, he associated M. Brogniart with him-
self; and the establishment of a new order of formations in the ge-
ological series, was one of the first results.  Thus, in prosecuting
one branch of science, the siant mind of Cuvier was led to cffect an
improvement in another, as vast as it was unanticipated.  The
anatotnical part of this inquiry, as it stands incorporated in the
muscum of the Garden of Plants, and in the great work on Fossil
Remnins, will ever he onc of the most lasting monuments to the
author’s genius.  As Secretary to the Academy of Seicuces, Cu-
vier was ealled upon by the Fperor Napoleon to write the histo-
ry of the madern progress of the sciences of observation—a task
which he accomphizhed with equal ability and modesty; and the an-
nual report of a similar natnre, which it was a part of his duty to
present to the same learned body, brings down that history to the
present time. 'The biographical memoirs of lcarned naturalists,
forcigners or eountrymen, written during the same period, ave ulso
sonumerous as io fill several volumes. His last course at the Col-
lege of France—and latterly he has not lectured much at the Gar-
den of Plants—was on the ancient history of the natural scicnee,
and cvidenced all that erudition and learning which had obtained
for him, what, we Dbelieve, is without precedent, a seat in three
academics of the Institute of France. The re-unions at Cuvier’s
house were held ou the Saturday evenings, awd were a centering




