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~~ will further asi what confidence eau be placed iu municipal
* bodies who, having the assent of the ratepayers te, a certain con-
* traot, kudden]y make another whieh render the ratepayers liable

for something entirely digerent. What confidence will the
money men in England, who have shewn a willingness te, embark

~cr~ ~their capital in Canadian enterprises, think of the preceeding of
the Power Commiaion-of its constitution-of its immunity
J'» rom attack ? What will they think of a community which, hIL
ptirsuit of some possible gain, W -ws such dixîregard of the cern-
xnenest rule of good faith in dealing with the rights and pro-
perties lawfully created and lawfully existing. Tho alarm has

~ ~ ~alrcady been soi nded and it may be that seme of these who go to
t London borrowing wilI corne away sorrowîng.

As has been stated two cf our judges have declared that these
contracts are absolutely void. But now there arises another meat
imiportant question. Gan this legialature--can any legislature--

j stop in te impose upon a municipality an obligation which net
enly it had never acepted, but which is at variance with one it

had ceepedIn oherwords, can the legisiature, by any Act
of theirs, force upon a ununieipality a contract-any contract,
it matters no,' what-which the ratepayers had flot agreed te.
To the municipalities is gi'Nen the power te say what obligations
they wvill assume and what they will reject, but if the legislature

î ean, in such a case ms this, compel the municipality to assumie an
'i obligation without consent of the ratepayers---when the legisla-

ture has enacted that sueh consent is an absolutely ne3essity for
t li, validity of the obligation--then the power of the ratepayers
te exercise their constitutienal rights in the matter ef local taxa-

2 tion is tuken away. It seems almest absurd te suppose that such
a proposai is even contemplated by the legisiature of this pro-
V ince; but there is popular clameur fornented by irresponsible
newspapcr writers and other interests, pelitical and otherwý.e,
thit would bc served by se deing. We have seen, moreover,
enough of the readiness with which private rights have been in-
terfered with by legislative action te feel any certainty that for
the purpose of carrying out this partieular scheme oven the un-
donbted eiht f any mieiipality niay net be sacrificed. t
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