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JUDGE GOWAN.

paralleled in the judicial annals of the Do- Macauley, in consolida
minion, and yet Judge Gowan bas tbe satis- Upper Canada and Ca
faction of retiring fromn an onerous post, with with Mr. justice Burns
the knowledge, that though physically be Spragge (the presenit(
feels the inroad nmade upon bis bealtb by bis Court of Appeal), in fr
long judicial labors, yet tbat be retains in an orders regulating procee
unusual degree bis faculties unimpaircd, and and Surrogate Courts.
is enabled by the blessing of Providence pointed Chairman of t
to enjoy bis well-earned rest with tbe keen Judges, whicb position
zest tbat arises from tbe possession of a bas heen requested
vigorous intellect and a cultivated and well- Mowat to retain, notwi
stored mi. Tbis mierited enjoyment of ment from tbe County B
ease and comnfort will be mnaterially enbanced at the saine time menit
by tbe feeling tbat tbe greater part of bis past of bis past valuable ser'
life bas been usefully and, 1 rofitably spent in enables a mucb-desirec
tbe service of bis country. to be maintained betwe<

App ointed to tbe County Court of thie bis bretbren of tbe Cou
Coulity of Simcoe, in 1843, at tbe early age he was appointed hy tb
Of 2'5, Judge G(owan has for over two score ment one of a committ
years discbarged bis duties as a C.ounty Judge, Criminal Laws, and abc
and during tbat period bas probably donc as ceived an appointmen
much as, if not more than any living politician Governiment as one ol
or judge, towards improving, cernenting to- to consider tbe feasibili
getber, and building up our local Courts' Courts of Law and Equ
judicial system to tbe perfection it bas now sumrnated by the Judik
attained. l)eveloping before bis appoint- be was nominated as or
ment to tbe be 'ncb a singular readiness and missioners to enquire
skill as a legal draftsnman, tbis rare ability bas way scandal b is dutie
been constantly drawn upon 1w successive enquiry he discbarged
Governments, and the imprint of is legal fairness and conspicuc
capacity, bis practical knowledge of the re- notwitbstanding the ex
quirements of the country, and the marks of of tbe l)eriod be seemls
his p)atient industry can be traced in numecrous a sligbt sprinkling, ti
statutes passed from time to time, and par- which was so mnd
ticularly in tbe vanious consolidations of the (wbetber Properly or no
statutes whicb periodically tbe Legislature bas upoii tbe party then in p
been compelled to make in order to coi- nected witb tbem offici
prss prune and sîrnplify our soînewbat 1874 Judge Gowanw
luxuriant and redundant law-making. J iidge Ontario Government
Gowlan, in 1853, was one of the five Judges sioners for tbe revisi<
apl)ointed to framie rules regulating the pro- classification of tbe Pu
cedure i0 tbe I)ivision Courts under the act relating to the Provinc
of tb at year. In tbe year 1857 lie wvas as- finally completed, muci
sociated with the Judges of tbe S:'ýuperior tbe public and tbe prof
Courts of Cornmon Law, to framne a tariff of T[he foregoing is but
fees for those Courts. He was also associated of the more inîportar
about -the sam-e time with the late Sir J. li. work in which iudge
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