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sistence of the "commercials "-whole-

-sale dealers miglit with as much cause
make similar complaints, as scarcely a day
lpasses during certain seasons of the year
in which they do not receive visits from
emissaries froi manufacturers both nt
home and abroac. But this does not
compel them te buy, and the retailer has
the sarne option. There are, however,
circumstances which operate against any
regulation of the time to buy and sell
seasonable goods. Many of the leading
wholesale houses employ only about
four travellers, and it is quite impos-
sible that these can be in all parts
of the Dominion just at the time the goods
are wanted. They are, therefore, obliged
te cal on saime custoners earlier than
were otherwise necessary, but he who thius
lias the advantage in an early " pick " of

the goods, lias less reason ta complain
thsan the dealer whom the travellers cean-
not reach till late in the season. As a
rule, a traveller is not able te serve more
than one customer a day, and thle end of a
six -weeks trip occasionally finds him mak-
ing.sales too late te satisfy bis custoners.
Then again our cliumate of late years is se
changeable tiat an early spring or a few
spring-like 'days earlier in the season will
create a demand for suitable goods.
Country dealers wlio choose their goods
early have the option of allowing them
to remain in the warehouse of the whole-
sale merchant till they wish them sent
forward. The suggestion made by "re-
tailersI" that gooIs shouId be dated from
the first of the month following that in
which they are solde, is open te objection-
an objection -hich is apparent te whole-
salers and retailers from long experience.
The falling due on the "first-fourth I" of
the month of all bills, as is also the pre.
vailing-custom in Engliand,often presses
heavily on the merchant, and is not un-
frequently a source of worry to him as to
how he nuay provide for them. Were they
distributed over the month (according as
goods have been bouglt) tley would be
more easily met. We are glad te learn
that many staunch w'holesale houses have
individually initiated a short credit policy,
and are determined that for the benefit of
their good customers as well as for them
selves the " dating forward" systein w-ili
receive little encouragement at their
bands. The man who buys goods at lon-
date need not flatter himself that se much
capital bas been lent him for notlingi on
the other hand,the merchant wiho does no
ask for such favors has no interest, direct
or- indirect, to pay on such loas. We
shall be glad to hear further fron our sub
scribers on this subject.

The word butter is derived fron thvo
Gi-eelc words signifyinig cou- and cieese,
o- coaguluim. But because the vord hut-
ter is derived fr-om the w-ord cow it does
not alvays follonw that the article butter
lias also a bovine descent. On the con-
trary, it is quite safe te say that m1such of
the butter used !is hotels, restaurants and
hoardiigoliuses is entirely guiltless of
any connection whatever with milky an-
tecedents. During the past season, how-
ever, the class of butter held in city
cellars lias partaken so largely of uninar-
ketable suîmmer mnake, nwhici, fron its
beginning, was not of extra quality, and
not likely to imnprove with old age, that
the oleonargarine machines have been
cons insg witi rust. We wvonder if
makers whose butter sells at fronm 12 ets.
te 15 ets. ever stop to think that the arti-
cle whici brings fron 20 ets. te 25 ets. is
made from the saine original. It is al
made from creans, in tise qualities of

which there is but conparatively little
diflerence. Genuine butter is of most
anicient and honorable origin i it is men-
tionsed several timses in the Old Test-
ment.; and H-erodotus, a gentlemen woia
wrote history some years bore the com-
mercial editor of a certain conteinporary
learned to w-'rite butter aiticles, esteemed
sweet, solid butter as a consolation. It
lias at times been mildly intimated that
portions, possibly, of the same cliniiiigs
alluded te in sacred writings, and sonie of
the same rolls mentioned by Herodotus,
had slid down througli the triouglhs of cen-
turies, and found sale in mîodern markets.
and consumption in cheap boarding-
houses, where quotations are possibly
manlufactured. But such intimations
coue undoubtedly from dyspepties whose
mincis have beei temporai-ily derainged
from living during a greater portion of
the twenty-four lours- in the upper floors
of buildings, which had too much oleo-
butterine in their basemsents. It is a
smselancholy fact that fresh butter, fragrant
of the fields, and suggestive of clear
brooks and waviig meadows, is becominîg
such a rarity that it commands almost
any price. A certain class of Danishs
butter brings at retail 4s. sterling per lb.
in Lonîdon, EngIanîd. Canadian butter
lias been sold in New York at retail as
ligh as 50 ets. to 80 ets. a lb., and a fair
or good article could not be hadl at first-
class groceries in Moitreal during the
fall moni ths, for less thai 32 cts. to35 ets.
Some retailers will show- a fine lookinîg

SrolIl, w-hiih they offer at 25 ets., but the
proof of the butter is in the eatiag.
Stamping the pictures of impossible

cows and absurd ears of wheat or corin on
lumps of ointment, and selling them foi
butter. even at 10 ets. to 15 cts., al fails
to satisfy the growing demand for the
hlonest article. It seems quite as um ea-
sonable to utter lumps of grease to pase
for butter and keep at par with the genu-
ine article as it does infl the United States

to stamp irredeemable rags with the por-
traits of defunct patrint, uiider the
notion that they will in all respects
equal real dollars of pure gold. 'Tlie
ointment with which four-fiftls of the
people in our large cities are now veneer-
ing their bread, is no more like the pure,
palatable article of our early days than
a note o' the Turkish Government is like
an English, sovereign, or a speech on
trade depression by lHon. -David Mills is
like a chapter fron his great naiesake.

And now that beet sugar subsidies are
on the carpet, why cannot somebody asic
for a subsidy for a Canadian Cow Con-
pany te encourage the production of
pure undulterated roll butter? A grant
from the government, say of half the
unsold lands in the Dominion and a
bonus of $500,000 te such a company,
whose duty it would be to produce but-
terat a reasonable rate for the health
and comifort of the people, would be a
national benefit and a great boon te the
farmers, who require some encouragement

as well as the " ravenous monopolists."
Is it not quite as reasonable te encourage
churning and butter-making by a govern-
ment grant as it is te encourage beet
sugarismanufacturing? A bonus wouldbe
necessary in order te enable the Cow
Comnpany te construct tie niecessary
sheds, cow-paths, niîlk-tanks and horse-
power churns or butter factories.

Sir John Mîfacdoiiald should not neglect
this idea. It migit serve for a definition
of the " National Policy " for w'hich the
business mon of the country have been
waiting so long. " There's millions in it,"'
as may be inferred fron the following
table showing the increase i the quantity
and value of butter exported foir several
years past:
Fiscal ycar .eni-

img Jue 30th.
1869.............
1870.............
1871...........
1872................
1873.................
1874..............
1875..........
1876.... .....
1877..... .......

Quantity'.
lbs.

10,853268
12,259,887
15,439,206
19,068,418
15,208,833
12,233,01G

9,330,770
12,392,367
.8,400,000

$2,3412,270
2353,570
3,065,229
3,612,679
2,818,979
2,6i0,305
2,350,127
2,579,431

*1,500,000

Last, year shows a considerable falliing,
owing te low qualities and prices during
fall months interfering with shipiments,
large stocks being held over. Reasonable

Estimted 12 months to Dec. S1st. ,


