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qualified to judge. It would be not only unjust, cruel, and useless,
but positively fatal to the success of our arms that troops should
be sent into the fighting line without thorough training, necessary
equipment and effective organization; and this cannot be accom-
plshed within a brief period. No effort is being spared in Canada
or elsewhere in the Empire to effect its accomplishment. There
is every reason to anticipate that before many weeks our forces
on Salisbury Plain will be in the fighting line, where they will
discharge their duty with credit to themselves and to this Dominion.
The record of South Africa inspires us with that just confidence.
As soon as they are ordered to the front, a second Expeditignary
Force will go forward. Thereupon, the force training in Canada
will immediately be recruited to its present strength and men
now waiting to enlist will thus be given their opportunity. I fix
no limit on the force we shall send forward, for no man can predict
with confidence what the ultimate need may be. The preservation
of our Empire is worth fighting for, and Canada is prepared_to
send all that are necessary.

I have said that we lack military preparation on a great scale,
and the reason is obvious. Our Empire has been trained in the
paths of peace and the best safeguard of its existence has been
found in our Navy. The British naval forces, with the powerful
assistance of the allied navies, have been able not only to muzzle
effectively the chief naval forces of Germany in the North Sea,
but also to keep such command of the ocean as to prevent either
dangerous raids or prolonged and serious interruption of com-
merce. Without that assistance, the task would have been infinitely
more difficult, and perhaps impossible. We realize only imperfectly
the immensity of the oceans and the extreme difficulty of overtak-
ing and disposing of swift and powerful cruisers carrying out a
systematic plan of raiding and marauding. There have been
disasters which must always be anticipated in war. Our tribute
is due to Admiral Cradock and those who went down with him,
among them four young Canadians, fighting to the last against
overwhelming odds. That defeat has since been amply wiped out.

Information has already been given in Parliament respecting
certain steps taken by the Government during the months imme-
diately preceding the outbreak of war, and these may be of interest
to you at the moment. The Committee of Imperial Defence, as
at present constituted, was established in 1904. It consists of the
Prime Minister of Great Britain and of such persons as he may
summon to attend it. Practically all members of the British
Cabinet attend its deliberations from time to time, and usually
the more important members of the Cabinet are present. In
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