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^H&M MANSFIELD'S LIFE OF GENERAL SCOTT,

PUBUSHED BY A. 8. BARNES AND CO., NEW TORK.
.m

The anny of the north had scarcely rested from its labors at Cfaippa«

'wa, when it was called to the still more* sanguinary field of Niagara.

The second day after the battle of the 5th, the American troops forced

their way over Chippawa River. In this, ScOttls brigade led, and die

enemy retreated before him.
'••^

In the afternoon of the 25th of July, amidst general relaxation, Cr^n-

eral Brown received a note from a colonel of militia, whose regiment

occupied two or three posts on the American sidie of the Niagara, iKH-

ting in the most precise terms, that the enemy had thrown a thousand

men across from Queenstown to Lewistown, nine miles below Chippa-

tva, for some object not exactly understood. Brown conjectured that

there was an intention to capture our magazines at Scholsser, and to

intercept siHpplies coming down from Buffalo. In order to recall him

from this object. Brown immediately determined to threaten the forts

at the mouth of Niagara. In less than twenty minutes Scott's com-

mand was put in motion for that purpose. His force consisted of four

small battalions, under Colonel !6rady, and IMajors Jesup, Leaven-

worth, and McNeil ; Captain Towson's artillery, and Captain Harris's

detachment of regular and volunteer cavalry ; in all amounting to tiiir-

teen hundred men. There was not time to call in i^e guards which

belonged to those corps.

About two miles from the camp, and just above the Falls, Seotf dUi-

covcred a few British officers, mounted, who, as it turned out, were in

advance to reconnoitre. He soon learned that the enemy was in some

little force below, and only intercepted from the view by a narrow

wood.

In this situation, Scott for a moment reflected on what course should

be pursued. He was instructed to march rapidly on the forts, under

positive information, (given as we have narrated to General Brown,)

that Riall had, three hours before, thrown half his force across the Ni-

ifara. Reflecting that the wtic.e bad been beaten on the 5tb inst., he


