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• It has already been mentioned, that the

garrifon at Fort Edward was this winter under

the command of Lieut. Coi. Haviland. This

gentleman, about the 28th of February, order-

ed} out a fcout under the direction of one Put-

nam, Captain of a company of one of the

Connedicut provincial regiments, with fome of

my men, giving out publickly at the fame

time, that, upon Putnam's return, I ihould

be fent to the French forts with a ftrong party

of 400 Rangers. This was known not only

to all the officers, but foldiers alfo, at Fort

Edward before Putnam's departure.

While this party was out, a fervant of Mr.

Bed, a futler to the Rangers, was captivated

by a flying party of the enemy from Ticonde-

roga ; unfortunately too, one of Putnam's men
had left him at Lake George, and deferted to

the enemy. Upon Captain Putnam's return,

wc were informed he had ventured within

eight miles of the French fort at Ticonderoga,

and that a party he had fent to make difcove-

ries had reported to him, that there were near

600 Indians not far from the enemy's quarters.

March 10, 1758. Soon after the faid Captain

Putnam's return, in confequence of poiitivc

orders from Col. Haviland, I this day began a

march from Fort Edward for the neighbour-

hood


