
the appointment of " Inspectors of Nuisances*^—able and

intelligent men.

Doubts may very legitimately exist, however, as to ihe pro*

priety of a medical organization for systematic " house to

h;)ijse" visitation to ascertain whether cholera is present.

This necessirily entails much outlay, whilst it is well known
that the intrusion, daily, of a dtictor into every house, inquir-

ing in doleful tones if any one has diarrhoB'j, or cholera, or

feels unwell in any way, at once engenders fear and appre-

hension ; depression of spirits follows, and the panic becomes

general, than which there is no more immediately predispos-

ing cause of cholera. This, added to the unhealthiness of

the locaiity,consthutes the whole intoa magazine which one

spark of the poison ignites, and then the disease is estib-

lished In the neighborhood. *' Nothing predisposes an indi-

" vidual more to ihe influence of cholera, or tJ-nds more to

" increase the malignancy of an attack than fear. It Is

*' therefiire of the greater*! importance thai the public mind
" should be relieved from all unnecessary apprenension with

" regard to the true nature of this disease." " The moment
** you make your inquiries you sound the alarm." Youdis-
" lurb "that calm and composed slate of mind which does
" more than is generally supposed in the preventing the on-

".«et of the disease." All epidemics are aggravated more
** or less by mental disturbance, whether in the shape of an
*' active panic or low despondency." '' Moral influences

exercise no little control over the cholera." Another reason

why these day visits seem a work of supererogation, to say

the least, is that cholera makes its attack mo^t ofien after

night-fall. " In the mnjority of cases the attack was noticed

to lake place between midnight and 4, a. m." And it fre-

quently happens that the premonitory symptoms are so slight

as not to attract attention, and thus in a moment, and unex-

pectedly, the disease bursts forth, and speedily destroys its

victim. Whilst diarrhoea generally precedes the more de-

cided symptoms, still it can scarcely be said to be an *' c^-


