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pjblic ileclarations prompted me, the nature of yoiir

office in a manner required it. You have been parti-

cularly diftinguiflicd by a noble emulation for the good

of your conntry, I therefore perfuade myfelf you will

not condemn the weakeft effort built on that foundation,

and aiming principally at the fame glorious end. .If I

have not done this before, inclination was not wanting

to urge me ; I heard a fyftem adopted which, I was con-

vinced would prove detrimental to my country j I heard

of the demolition of the fortifications of Louifbourg*

a confequence of that fyftem, with the utmoft regret j I

heard it with the moft pungent concern j but then fome

affairs intervened, which required my abfence, at a

time when I had iuft formed an intention of enterine the

lifts as a writer : I therefore hoped fome one more dif^

engaged, would have undertook that office , an office,

which feemed to me altogether fo praife worthy, and

even incumbent on every Briton, who regarded his coun-

try, and thought as I did. Whence then proceeds my
miftakc ? are the people fo prepoflefled, or tired ofany fur-

ther dii'cuffion ? is it from a diffidence of fufficient mat-

ter to promote a more nice diiquifition ? or, is it from

the effeds of floth ? I am apprehenfive, thefe hav« all

too much co-operated in their turns, to render a defign

of this nature, if ever fuch a ojie was conceived abor-

tive J
all future expedations of it feem to have entirely

vaniftied ; nor fhould I now trouble ycHi wkh this letter,

but that the love of my country, regard for you, and

particularly the preffing exigencies of the times, conlpire

and urge me to the tafk. The rage of war which feemg

rather to encreafe than abate, notwithftanding the .con-

tinued bad fiiccefs of our enemies, iivduces me to tidce

up the pen, and makes me hope that council may be

neiiher
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