Three Main Atlantic Channels for Czanadian Graine

Canadian gre *lowe to tidewater on the Atlantic through three main
Channels; dian all-water route, via Port Colberne to St.
Lawkence por the Canadian Lake and rall routey, vie steamer to
Georgian Bay ' 8¢. Lawrence ports in summer and St. John
and Halifax in wi and the Ameriecan route via buffalo, either

by the State Barge Canal or direct rail.
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factors governing this movement are cost, expedition and

ailability of ocean tonnage. As has been stated, the State Barge
ncl reute is the cheapest, the inekusive rate from the head of the
akes to lew York avoraging over a season 7.£5 cents a bushel, coms
red with 805 cente a dbushel to Montreal, via Fort Colborne.

oceur to ones Why is the Canadian all=-
ete under present conditions on eaual
y large Cenal, and why so¢ much yr;zn that should

flow down the S ‘ snce t0 Montreal and Quebec is despatched
by rail to Amerlcan N Atlantic-porits? Th® reason in so far as
the State Barge al ccacerned 18 obviousy i¢ lies in the
ability of the FtOdmbCLt operator on this waterway to obtéin
return cargoes and thus eq.alize his costs, there being an
enormous up-canal movement in sulphur, ore concentrates, rubber,
stone, and other bulk productse

Another peason is to be found 1 ¢ ines that connect
New York and the American N » mtie with practically e
every impertant pert of the wo : ships ; fque lines are
engaged primarily in the trans ati s and the
eight they carry is mostlf . a va :,‘ nm: . the luxuries
that a rich country like the Uni} a; ufford to import.
“*eoue”tl" they can obtain no roturn careg and to conform with
arine loa d ng laws have to be ballasted. Grain constitutes the
ueal ballast, and in pree~war years 1t was no uncomuon thing for
translantic vessels to carry it for nothing, and at rare intervals
actually to pey for rExgZmrxxokkinpprxumigxxsxxxy the privilege of
-doing 80 Then we must remember that the United States is a
great manufacturing country, and must{ import lerge quantities of
rubber, ore, nitrates, woel, and other raw materisls, which means
that traup vessels are p“f'aica‘ly always on hand at American
ports.

In shipping to Buffalo, alsc the grain owner can held his grein in
storage until t is sold, with the advantage of annumber of
slternative American routes, and still, if he deems it advisable,
sned his gra;n to Hontreal, Sorel, or Quebec via the Welland

Canal., Grain shipped to Port @olborne, on the cther hand, must

be sent to a St., Lawrenmce port, haviag no alternative route at ally

0f lste, too, there has been the vexed qguestion of congestion:zat
Montreal, which has more than doubled the time of the average

voyage to this port, and seriously interfered with both the earnings
and operating efficiency of the inland lines engaged in this trade.




