
3151April 18,1994 COMMONS DEBATES

S. O. 31

Unknowingly, the Reform Party is also proposing the break­
up of Canada. They want to break up Canada by attacking our 
Canadian values and the major policies, such as official lan­
guages and multiculturalism, which unite our country.

[English]

over 1.5 million Canadians live in provinces where their first 
official language is in the minority.

The value of languages is made clear in public opinion 
surveys which show that three out of every four parents want 
their children to learn the second official language.

This has resulted in large numbers of parents enrolling their 
children in French immersion programs.

The Speaker: The hon. member still has approximately four 
minutes. The hon. member will be given the floor when the 
debate resumes.

It being two o’clock, pursuant to Standing Order 30(5), the 
House will now proceed to Statements by Members pursuant to 
Standing Order 31.

Like sorcerers’ apprentices our opposing friends would like to 
throw away long held policies and workable solutions with total 
disregard for the dire consequences which would fall upon 
Canadian unity and Canadian identity.

Our task as parliamentarians is to reinforce unity, not unifor­
mity. Our mission is to contribute a sense of a country which 
respects the many ways of being a Canadian.

Language and culture are sensitive issues in any society. They 
touch the very essence of how people define themselves and 
their place in society.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
Public debates do not always honour the facts. 

[Translation] [English]

JUSTICE
Mr. Paul Steckle (Huron—Bruce): Mr. Speaker, recently a 

small, close knit community in my riding was shocked at the 
brutal killing of one of its own, Miss Joan Heimbeker of 
Clifford, Ontario.

Her parents have lost a daughter, the community has lost a 
friend and society has lost the potential of a shining young star.

The recent string of violent crime across the country has 
disturbed the friendly and safe country which we all love. We as 
Canadian law makers must take concrete action to ensure that 
there is proper punishment and deterrents to crimes like this.

We must recognize the sorrow and anguish felt by the victims’ 
families and give them quick but fair justice so that they may try 
to resume their lives without their loved ones.

Canadians look to their government to provide the judicial 
system with the appropriate laws to deal with the realities of 
today. Society needs to know that it is being protected from 
violent offenders and that those violent offenders are given stiff 
sentences for the crimes they commit.

The return of corporal punishment must be revisited as a 
deterrent to these acts of atrocity.

The Canadian people want policies that reflect such Canadian 
values as dialogue, understanding, equity and mutual respect for 
policies based on a definition of citizenship which includes 
rights as well as responsibilities, for policies which urge all 
Canadians to take their place in a pluralistic Canadian society.

However, do not attach too much value to labels like multicul­
turalism, pluralism, diversity, bilingualism, linguistic duality, 
official languages that go beyond minorities or to semantics on 
which people do not necessarily agree. These terms have one 
thing in common: they all refer to solutions made in Canada. 
Canadians have tried to develop policies that would reflect the 
various aspects of their society and the challenges they face.

These very Canadian policies have been used and are still 
used as models elsewhere, but they were made here, in Canada.

[English]

The raison d’être for our official languages policy is clear. 
The presence of two significant language communities is one of 
Canada’s defining features. Ninety-eight point eight per cent of 
Canadians speak either English or French and these are the 
principal languages used by Canadians in their daily lives.

The official use of both English and French within the 
institutions of the government has roots which even predate 
Confederation. It is hard to look at Canada without seeing the 
importance of these two languages within Canadian society.

[Translation]

DICTÉE DES AMÉRIQUES
Approximately one-quarter of Canadians have French as their Mr. Gilbert Fillion (Chicoutimi): Mr. Speaker, my constitu-

first official language and three-quarters have English. A ma- ents and I wish to congratulate Mr. Jacques Sormany, a biology 
jority of both language groups are unilingual. Seven per cent or and mathematics teacher at the Chicoutimi CEGEP, who com-


