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Oral Questions

REQLJESTTHAT MIN ISTER CONVENE FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL
CON FERENCE

Hon. Walter Baker (Nepean-Carleton): Madam Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Public Works. Some time
ago, in recognition of the problem which exists with respect to
social and co-operative housing, and low vacancy rates in the
National Capital area and across the country, 1 asked the
Minister whether he intended to convene a federal-provincial
conference with respect to housing, and facing these problems.
He told me that he would look ino the matter. Ras he done
so? What is bis intention with respect ta calling together al
the partniers in providing housing for Canadians?

Hon. Roméo LeBlanc (Minister of Public Works): Madam
Speaker, 1 had a meeting with a number of my calleagues at
the HUDAC conference in Vancouver. We discussed whether
it would be wise for us to get together before, during, or after
the budget period. It was agreed that many provincial housing
Mînisters would want to know what would be the positions of
their Ministers of Finance vis-â-vis housing and that in fact we
should let the situation develop normally.

QUERY RESPECTING MINISTER'S INTENTIONS

Hon. Walter Baker (Nepean-Carleton): N4adam Speaker, is
the Minister telling the Hause that, in effect, the provincial
Ministers have said they will await the budget, that the
Minister himself feels that we should await the budget, that
the question with respect ta a federal-provincial conference on
housing is still an open anc in terms of the Government, and
that that matter is still something which will be considered by
the Minister responsible for housing?

Hon. Roméo LeBlanc (Minister of Public Works): Madam
Speaker, the provincial Ministers of housing have done what 1
have done. They have had close consultations with their
Ministers of Finance. 1 hope out of that will came progress in
the area we are discussing.

I might say ta the Hon. Member that bis question may
mislead the House. The reality is that hausing starts have
improved quite dramatically. In fact it is one of the positive
areas of the ecanomy at this time.

TRANSPORT

APPOINTMENT 0F PRESIDENT 0F MAISLIN INDUSTRIES

Mr. Bill McKnight (Kindersley-Lloydminster): Madam
Speaker, my question is directed ta the Minister of Industry,
Trade and Commerce. As part of the $34 million boan guaran-
tee made by the Government ta Maislin Trucking, one condi-
tion was that there would be a president appointed acceptable
ta the Company and ta the Government of Canada. Could the
Minister inform the House whether the appaintment of Dick,

or R. T. Skillinger, from New Bedford, Massachusetts,
farmerly of Hemingway Trucking, was acceptable ta the
Government?

Hon. Ed Lumley (Minister of Industry, Trade and Conm-
merce and Minister of Regional Economic Expansion): Yes,
Madam Speaker.

APPOINTEE'S EXPERIENCE

Mr. Bill McKnight (Kindersley-Lloydminster): Madam
Speaker, it may be because of the nced for experience. but
could the Minister explain ta the House why it was Mr.
Skillinger from Hemingway Trucking, a company which has
been aperating in bankruptcy under Section Il of the United
States Bankruptcy Act since July 28, 1982? Is this persan the
man they thaught they should have, because of his experience
in bankruptcy, ta continue ta lead Maislin?

Hon. Ed Lumley (Minister of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce and Minister of Regional Economic Expansion):
Madam Speaker, abviausly Maislin wantcd ta hire as cam-
petent an individual as it could passibly find on the market
because it wants the company ta survive. We also want the
company ta survive because that job preservation is very
important ta the country. Consequently, after a seriaus scarch
for a president of the corporation, Mr. Skillingcr was the
individual thaught ta be thc best person available. Wc also had
some of aur people interview him and we felt that he had the
qualifications based an the applicants available for thc job.

PETRO-CANADA

REPORTED PURCHASE 0F ROMANIAN MANUFACTURLD PIPE

Mr. F. Oherle (Prince George-Peace River): Madam
Speaker. my question is directed ta the Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resaurces. 1 ask him ta respond ta a rather disturb-
ing repart which 1 have received fram my constituency indicat-
ing that Petra-Canada has literally baught miles and miles,
truckloads and trucklaads of casing pipe and surface pipe from
Romania, and that this pipe is even hauled up ta norihern
British Columbia fram Texas, 1 think, by an American truck-
ing company? Wauld the Minister comment on that? Would
he undertake ta investigate the matter and ta tell the Hause
whether there is any kind of pracurement policy ta which the
people's ail company is required ta adhere?

Hon. Jean Chrétien (Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources): Madam Speaker, of course 1 am nat aware af this
problemn. Certainly 1 will inquire about it and report ta the
Hon. Member. 1 am glad the Hon. Member secs a raIe in
Canadian saciety for Petra-Canada. Some of the Members of
bis own Party did nat want Petro-Canada at aIl.
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