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Canadian Citizenship

lie the year immediately preceding the date
of the application, -and fouir years of which
must lie within a six-year period-I arn
omittiLg certain exception, to, which I shail
return later-fourth, that lie is of good
character; fif4,h, that he has an adequate
knowledge of either the Engliali or the French
language, or, alternatively, that he lias resided
in Canada continuously for more than twenty
years; sixtli, that he lias an adequate know-
ledge of tlie responsibilities and privileges of
Canadian citizenship, and, seventh, tliat lie
intends, if his application is granted. eitlier
to reside permanently in Canada or to, enter
or continue in tlie public service of Canada
or of a province thereof.

I draw the attention of the oommittee, to
one or two exceptions wliicli are made. Para-
grapli (a) makes an exception in tlie case of
two classes of persons; first, tlie spouse of a
Canadian -citizen residing ini Canada, tliat is,
a liusband or wif e and, second, a Britisli
subject. Tliose are tlie two exceptions. If
the applicant lias eitlier one or tlie otlier of
those two attributes lie is absolved from
filing a declaration of intention. Tliat is tthe
only lienefit Vliat accrues to, the British eu-
ject under subsection 1.

Mr. MARTIN: He' still lias tlie otlier
riglite w'liol were mentioned, tlié riglit to
vote and the rigit, to old age pension.

Mr. FLEMING: We are dealing now with
the acquisition of Canadian citizenehip under
this bill. I arn pointing out that tlie one
exception made liy tliis section in favour of,
a Britisli subject as sucli is that lie is absolved.
from fihing a déclaration of intention under
paragrapli (a). Tliat is the one difference
provided by section 10, su'bsetion 1, between
an applicant wlio is a Britiesh , 4 ject And, an
applicant wlio is not a Britisli 9.',iect. 71e
filing of a declaration of intention cca hardly
be regarded as an onerous undertaking. It is
merely tlie act of filing the deciamrtion wx
court office. Tliat is the extent of the bene.
extended to a Britisli subject under tliis section
in respect of hie application for Ca.nadian
citizensliip. If that section is enaoted in its
present f orrn and thie renowned Winston
Cliurchill oliose to take up residence in Canada,
lie could not become a Canadian citizen in
leasthan five yeare.

Mr. MARTIN: 'Nor could he for thie
past twenty-seven. years.

Mr. FLEMING: I arn going to. corne te
thlat point thie , ninieter lias been raising. I
suggest tliat what tlie minister bas raised in
wliat lie lias just said and in what lie bias said
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very often during tlie debate is siinply a
strawman and I arn going to deal witli it in
a moment.

Mr. GRAYDON: Not a very good straw-
man eitlier.

Mr. FLEMING: Réference bas been made
to persons, wlio corne te this country for
ternporary purposes. Yeeterday tlie lion. mem-
ber for Rosetown'-Biggar said thlat people who
had corne te this country-this is, as I recal
his remarks--from tlie Britisl ilies, not in-
tending to make this country their finaïl or
permanent ahode, up to tlie present time lied
riglite of citizenehip whicli, rightly speaking,
sliould not be accorded t, -people wlio caine
for a period limited in point of time.

Mr. GOLDWELL: I did not quite say
tliat.

Mr. FLEMING: Tliat is the sen8e in whioh
I appreliended. the remarks of thie lion. gentle-
man. Wliatever.liis mneaning was, I think it
is quite fair to say tliat no one, regardless
of one year's residenice or five years' residence,
can qu'alify under this bill for Canadian
citizenship unless lie lias established dobmici-le
liere. Five years' residence is the minimum,
but it is five years after lie lias acquired domi-
cile witliin tlie définition of tliat terrn given
in section 2 (j), wliich. is as follows:

"domicile" means tlie place in whicli a person
has his home or in whjcli he resides and to which'
he returns as his place of permanent abode and
does not mean the place whiere h e resides for a
mere special or temporary purpose..

We can wasli out ail tliose cases to wlicl
I understood the lion. member for Rosetown-
Biggar was refcrring. No one, wlietlier a
Britishi subject or anytliing else, can acquire
statue under tliis bill Vo apply for Canadian
citizenship, or ta hegin to fulfil tlie necessary
qualifications unlees lie lias first establislied
domicile. This means tliat lie mnust liave
corne to Canada witli tlie firmn intention of
making this country lis permanent liome,
tliat lie lias left tlie country of lie origin
wvith no intention of returning to it. That
is '-he effcct of thie section. Tlie applicant
muet -t4 have eetablislied domicile in Canada
and tIen, order to qualify under the sec-
tion dealing witn "-i i must
thereafter have five years' residence. --

If lion. members will look at section 10 (1)
(g) tliey will sec that lie mnust have this
permanent intention. That is reinforcea by
section 10 (1) (g) as well as by tlie section
defining "domicile". So that we start with
that point, tliat lie mnust have corne to this
country with the intention of rnaking it his
permanent -home. Then, domicile hers having
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