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crease in expenditure represents a great in-~
crease iu staff. 1 do flot suppose that it ig
any mystery to any of us why it le necessary;
but I point this out, having regard to what
the Minister of Finance said lest October, that
it was no t .proposed yet to have a full-dress
inquiry into our systemn of income tax collec-
tion, that the time was flot yet opportune. I
think he was wrong then, and 1 think hie is
even more wrong now if it la delayed any
longer, for every .time we engage a lot more
Ataff-that is inescapable,' no dout-the thing
gets more and more set and it becomes harder
to make a change.. You have more people
doing things that'you -have to. change if you
adopt a new system. I earnestly suggest to
the two ministers concerned that every month
they delay dQes, not make -it .apy.. easier;. -it
only makes it harder. 'It is a màtter that
sh-ould flot be delayed., I arn not going to
.repeat any of the things I said two months
ago, p-articularly bec-ause I sec th.qt the deputy
mînister le here. *What I said then were strong
things, and they were fully accepted through-
out, the country. Most, people are groaning
undetr the various'things they groan under in
connection with.the.'income tax, apart from
the amounit of tax they pay, and I earnestly
puggest that, iis-inquiry should no longer be
delayed, for every. month of delay makes the
system harder to change. A*fuil-dreasand com-
prebensive inquiry sqhould be instituted at once.-

Mr. MacNICOL: The .détails given on
page 146 show that the staff of the district
offices. has increased by 1,168, and that the
staff - f the main taxçation division has increased
by a substantial numb en That, of couirse is
to be expected. The details also show that
the expenditure for temporary help has gone
up by $1,029,000. That is for temporary help,
not likely to become., permanent?

.Mr. McCANN: 'The increased expenditure
has been due te the increâsed amount of work.
During the war years employées were taken on
in the departinent only on ea temporary basis.
1 think the increase'in' the temnporary staff la
a, litte mn.or .e than the'increasàe in the perman-
ent staff. But it has been due entirely to the
increased amount of business and the fact that
these employees were not taken into the
pe r manent, service dûring the war years.

Mr. MacNICOL: I quite appreciate that.
What 1 is- the exqilanation oif the 'increase of
1,168 in the'permnanent staff?

Mr. McCANN : That is following thé policy
of the goverument in all departments to give
employment, to returned men and women from
the armed services.

Item agreed to.,
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General-
828. Amount to be paýid to t-he Departmnent of

Justice to be disbursed by and accounted for
it te eustoms; excise and income tax secret in-
vestýigation, services, $15,000.

Mr. McKAY: This amount of $15,000 is
apparently for secret investigation services iý
connection with customs, excise and income
tax. Is this a separete service conducted by
the Department of Justice, or is it part of the
work of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police?
Have the reeults justified the expenditure?

Mr. McCANN: This item has to do with
services in connection with customs, excise
and income tax investigations. Certain people
have. to be.paid a moiety for the amount of
work which. they do in connection with these
investigations. Peyments are made on the
approvel of the -deputy minister in whateVer
division the investigation takes place.

Mr. McKAY: Is it separate, or is it under
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police?

Mr. McCANN: Although the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police do some work for the
customs andý excise division these payments
are to whetmight.be called casual informers.

Item agreed to.
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582. Depertmental administration - further
àmount reqired, $40,480.

Mr. HIAZEN: I arn sorry that neither the
Miniâter. of Trade and Commerce nor the
Min ister of Agriculture is here, for there is a
question I should like to ask the Minister of
Trade and Commerce under this item. It is
brought to my attention that a large quantity
of seed potatoes has been sold from the prov-
ince of New Brunswick to Spain. Ahl seed
potatoes from thQ province of New Bruns-
wick , I arn infdrmed, are sold or supposed to
be 2old through the speciel products board of
the Departmnent of Agriculture, except those
thet are sold to Venezuela and the United
States and, I think, to Cuba. Under the regu-
lations of. -the special products board the
dealers or shippers of New Brunswick have
the business divided- between them on a quota
basis. Ail exportsare filled by the dealers
and handled thrciugh 'thé special products
board. For'exemple, F.' W. Pirie Company,
Ltd., of Grand Fals, N.B., got about'16 per
cent of thé, 'buiness,;' Porters Ltd., of Perth,
N.B., got 16 per cent; McCain Products Co.
Ltd., of East Floreznceville, N.B., got 16 per
cent; and Hetfield Industries Ltd., of Hart-
land, N.B., got 16 per cent; the rest is divided
among the smaller dealers. My information
is that this large sale of seed.,pt&Aoes,,torSplu


