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fixing values fer duty purposes is concernad,
becausa it is impossible for a man doing
business to know whcn the stuif will come
in. I arn net particularly condemning the
minister, because ho would ha advised by
sume understudy who dees net know what
ha is advising and would net know the hast
sources from whieh te get information. I
hope the minister will take steps tewards a
solution of the difficulty.

I de net know why the Minister of Finance
did net bave a discussion of all these corn-
medities at one time, because bati ha donc
that we ceuld bave passed tbem ail. The
proposeti action is against the interests ni
the people of Canada, because on acceunt ni
their more favourable climatie conditions it
is impossible for us te compote witb the
ITnited States in growing articles ni tbis
kind. In seme statas thoy cao growv two
or three crops a year, whereas in Canada
we grow only one, and that with a groat deal
ni difflculty. Hlow is it possible for us te
compete with them? If the govornment
wish te proteet the primary producer, about
whom they do se much talking, lot thea
begin right here. Tboy say they wisb te
proteet the whecat grower, but they have fer-
gotton ail about the fehlow in Ontario who
digs in the soul from sunrise te sunset and
who works barder than any man in the wast
ever worked.

Seme bon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

Mr. SPENCE: Yeu knowv nothing about
work. Go and watch the truck farmers
between Toronto and Niagara Falls work
from sunriso te sunset-anti they work during
the whole ni a working day; they are net
sitting on a machine, as dees the man who
is ploughing a field. Very few hon. mem-
bers de anv hay pitebing; they have machines
te do everything.

Mr. DUNNING: Befoe this Dennybrook
goes any farther may I suggest that we are
talking about asparagus. I knew wvhat will
happen in a very few minutes.

Mr. SPENCE: I did net intcnd te talk
about other things, but hon. members in-
jecteti seme remarks w'hich causeti me te
reply. I pretest again6t the eut from 30
par cent. \Vhat is the necessity for it? Thore
is ne domanti for it. Thirty par cent means
nothing; it simply moans a percentage on
the net cost in Texas, or Tannessee, or wvhere-
ever it comas from. This year we bave thon-
sands ni boxes oi gond reti carrots--

The CHAIRMAN: Order. The bon. mem-
mer must confine bis remarks te the subject
under discussion.

[Mr. Spence.]

Mr. SPENCE: Why did we nlot discuss al
of them? They are in the same category.
I suggest that the committee is losing time.
However, I shall obey your ruling, Mr. Chair-
man, and will flot mention carrots. It wil
ail depend entirely on what the government
docs, whether they intend to impose a dump-
ing duty on asparagus before our own cornes
in, and do it at the proper time, upon advice
from proper authorities. May 1 ask the min-
ister whether he intends to impose a dumping
duty to save our asparagus grnwers?

Mr. DUNNING: My hon. friend is. 1
know, an expert. Does ho think such a valu-
ation should be impesed now?

Mr. SPENCE: No, hut we shiould know

what the îninister's intention is.

Mr. DUNNIiNG: Whiat woîîld he your
intention?

Mr. SPENCE: My intention weuld be
that you should tell us right now w bat you
are going te do, so that the people in the
industry would know what te do and hiow
te speculate. But to-day everytbing is se
iîncertain from thie point nf view of the gov-
eroment interfering and tinkering with tarifis
tliat nobedy knows wbiat te do, and you are
putting people out nf business hy the bun-
drcds Îby the systemn you are foilowing.

Mr. DUNNING: I was asking adviee, Mr.
Chairman, frein an aeknowledged expert as
to what date he thinks a value for duty pur-
poses sbould be imposed with respect to
asparagus. I arn asking for that advire from
him now.

Mr. SPENCE: I ceuld net tell yeu thie
date, and ne man is wv1se eneugli te know it,
unless you can tell me what the gond Lord is

geing- te do in the matter nf weather. Aspara-
gus wiil sometimes shoot up as long as that
pencil on seme bot nights and bas te be cut
immediately. If you leave it te me. I can
give you definite information witbin two
days, but you wven't ask me, andi nobody
else in the bouse can give it te you except
myseli.

Mr. ROSS (Meese Jaw): I do net want
te start any controvarsy between one part of
this country and another, but nowv that we
are on these items it migbt ho well for the
committee te remember that there is a large
section between the great lakes andi British
Columbia which grows very few vegetables,
asparagus or any ether vegetables or fruits.
If this bouse wants te impose a high value
for duty purposes or a high tariff on these
commodities, tbe people of Canada do net
want themn imposed for the purpoeofn exploit-


