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customn is to sit, and it is the intention of
the governiment if the Address is nlot dis-
posed of to continue the session on Wed-
nesday.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Will the minister say
when that became the usual custom?

Mr. ROBB: Last y-ear we sat on Ash
Wednesday.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: The first time, ivas it
not?

-Mr. RýOBB: 1 do nlot recaîl whetber it
was the first time or flot, but I do recali
that *a Iist of holidays was preparcd for gov-
erning the civil service, and Asb Wednesday
was not one of those holidays.

GOVERNOR GENERAJYS SPEýECH
ADDRESS IN REPLY

The liouse resumed fromn Friday, February
12, consideration of the motion of Mr. J. C.
Elliott for an Adýdress to Ulis Excel'lency the
G-overnor ýGcneral in reply to bis Speech at
the opening of the session, and the proposed
ameedment thereto of Mr. Sutherliand (Southb
Oxford).

Mr. R. K. ANDERSON (Halton): Mr.
Speaker, before addressing myseif to the
motion under discussion, and te the amend-
ment thereto. I wis'h to make a few remnarks
concerning a statement made by the Minister
of Agriculture (Mr. Motherwell) during his
speech ont the present debate lest week. The
minister delivered a very amnusing address,
altbough I cannt say it was instructive,
during which lie said:

One qecstion upon whieh the opposition andi myseif
are agreed is that we get down to business.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we on this side fully
agree with that statement. We have been
expecting that the governiment would show
sosne sign of bringing down their legislation,
and we are prepared te deal with it the
moment it is brought in. The Minister of
Agriculture proceeded as follows:

Lot uls see what kind of business we have been
engaged in s0 far as the resuit of the obstructionist
tactics of the o>pposition.

Mr. Speaker, I do neot agree with the state-
ment that the. oppoditîon are practisinýg ob-
structionist tacties. Obstruction, in parlia-
mentary language means, to prevent or hinder
the passage of legisiatien introdquced by the
goverment. What legisiation have hon. mem-
bers prevented from, passing up-to-date? What
business lias been presented by the gevern-
ment for hion. maembers te, consider? I have
before me the orders of the day, the routine
of proceedings for to-day, Monday, February
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15, 1926, and it does not in any way dMfer
from similar orders placed in aur hanýds from
day to day since the beginning of the session.
I notice under th.- order "Introduction cf bis"
that there are ne bis for the consideratin
cf the Huse; and up te the present moment
the government lias net presented any mecas-
uires foi- us te deal with. The next order
is the speciai order "Censideration of the Ad-
dress in reply te the Speech frem. the Tbrone."
Now, Mr. Speaker, the geverniment cannot
say that we have net applied ourselves te
the discussion of that Speech. The members
of the Houss, have discussed it se ably and
se vigoreusiy that the government bias been
practically l)aralysed and rendered dumb.
Hlon. members of the three miner groups
bave apparently entered into a, conspiracy
of silence und the debate hias been carried
on by meinhers of the opposition. The
next order is in connection with private bis.
and there are enly two of these bis on the
order paper, moved by members ef the House.
The next erder "Questions" contains; 140 ques-
tions asked by private mnembers, none of
which lias been answered by the goverement.
The next order is "Notices of motion for pro-
duction of pa-pers."' I sec that forty-nine ef
these motions have been presented te the
bouse by memibers of the Vhree opposition
parties in the Heuse. None cf tbemn bas been
presented by folio-wers ef the gevernment.
The next order is "Noties~ of mntionn" These
notices cf motion bring forward certain resolu-
tiens invitiiig expressions of opinion by the
House, gencrally relating- te public business
of importance te the country. These are ail
brougbht in by private inembers, largely on
thýis side of the House, and twe or three by
the miner groups in the bouse, but noce by
the followers of the government. This circum-
stance makes it evident that the followers of
.the government have net up te, the present
period cf the session taken any interest in the
business of the country. The next order is
"Public bills and orders," and all of these have
been presented by private members cf the
bouýse, large'iy on this side. None of tbemn
lias been presented by ýfollowers cf the gev-
emiment and noce by tihe geverrent itself.
The next erder of business is -"Government
.notices of motion." Thiis order cf business
contains oniy one notice, and that is a notice
cf motion for the adjourniment cf the House.
To-day we have anether motion which appears
fer the first time, namely the metien presented
by the Minister of Finance (Mr. Rcsbb) a
few moments age, asking that a special cern-
mittee be appointed te select the standing
committees for the sessien. This notice ap-
pears after the Hanse has been in session for


