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shall not only pay the interest on them,
but also meet the debentures when they fall
due; and to that end I am taking steps
to provide for a sinking fund at the various
ports.

Mr. J. H. SINCLAIR: What was the
revenue of Vancouver harbour last year?

Mr. BALILANTYNE: I had thought that
this morning we would simply give notice
that the resolution be considered in Cem-
mittee of the Whole to-morrow; and there-
fore I have not before nie, the statenent
which I have had prepared showing the
present revenue and the estimated revenue
for the ensuing year. I shall be glad to
get the information for my hon. friend, but
I point out that the revenue has been ex-
treinely snall, because they had no interest
to imeet except the interest on the loan of
$300,000.

Mr. J. H. SINCLAIR: When the Bill
based upon this resolution is brought down,
I wouîld ask the ininister to have the de-
tails of the revenue of the port and of the
tonnage which entered the harbour during
last year.

Mr. MICHAEL CLARK: J suggest that
tlie iniister give us, at the sane time, li-

fornation respecting the arrivals and de-
partures of ships froi the port during that
period.

Mr. COPP: How imuch is it proposed
to advance to the Harbour Commissioners
during the present year?

Mr. BALLANTYNE: The programme hias
not really been decided upon. Represen-
tations have been made to nie that these
deep water piers should be erected at False
Creek, on the Kitsilano Indian Reserve.
Representations have also been made that
that is not the iost suitable place; that
the piers ought to be built in Burrard
Inlet-that is, in the harbour proper. I
intend to go to Vancouver about the end
of August to look over the ground, and after
obtainiing local and technical advice on the
subject I shall receommrend to the Gov-
ernnent as to where tiese piers should be
built. In any event, the expenditure dur-
ing the next two years should not be more
than $2,000,0. Fromî what I learned fromî
the Harbour Conmissioners, I am under
the impression that if they had two deep-
ewater piers each of which would accommoî-
date four ocean ships, that ought to be
enough to carry them along for some years.

Mr. COPP: Will the loan of $300,000
already outstanding he paid off out of this
advance?

[Mr. Ballantyne.]

Mr. BALLANTYNE: I have not before
mie the date of maturity of the loan of $300.-

000, but I understend lthat the bonds will
not mature for serne years, and I hope that
by that tine the Harbour Commissioners
will he able to redeem thern out of revenue.
But if the revenues should not be sufficient
to take these bonds up, they would have to
bh redeened out of this loan.

Mr. McKENZIE: I am not opposed to the
develoipnent of the harbour of Vancouver,
or of any other national harbour, but I
differ fron ny honourable friend (Mr. J. H.
Sinclair); I believe that the harbours of all
national ports, and all expenditure in con-
nection with them, should be under the con-
trol of the Federal Governinent. I subnit
also that one or more engineers who are
specialists, should be appointed to look
after the necessary engineering in connec-
tion wvith the building of these docks. We
cannot expect local commissioners to have
the knowledge that is necessary to the pro-
per carrying out of this work, because the
harbour dues are not sufficient to enable
then to engage such expert engineering
-ervices as are necessary to the proper con-
-truction of these docks. In a sense, docks
are world-wide property; they tIo not be-
long to us. in a wav, any more than to any
other part of the world, because ships from
all parts of the world miust use them. We

tust, therefore, have men in charge of the
construction of these docks who have wide
knowledge of matters of this kind, and it is
impossible to expect tiat fromî a harbour
eoti-i tssi on.

Mr. J. H. SINCLAIR: While I do not
want to enter into any controversy with
the leader of the Opposition (Mr. McKen-
zie), I still nîaintain my position that these
great national ports can better be handled
under local control than they can from Ot-
tawa, and I think that is sound. We have
the experience of the port of Montreal to
fail back upon. It is the one bright spot
in the management of the ports of Canada,
and it lias been imanaged in that way, that
i, the Dominion Goveriment have guaran-
teed the bonds where it is necessary to
mîake large expenditures, and the port of
Montreal has undertaken the full respon-
sibility of paying the interest. It lias con-
timued to pay the interest for many years,
and the whole arrangement bas been very
satisfactory. Who should know better how
the port of Montreal should be run than the
city and the people and merciants of Mont
real? If vou want to undertake to run the
port of Moftreal fron the citr of Ottawa,


