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what that might be done. They wished to
=ee a great-national highway built across
#his continent so that this country might
be in a position to command the tratic of
the Bast as our road would admit of a
shorter passage between Eurcpe and Asia,
by six days and nine hours, as compared
svith the American roads. He regretted
10 see so much politics mixed up with the
£anadian Pacific Railway ;i there was
iess there would be fewer obstacles in the
way. . It was also to be regretted that
some hon, gentlemen had seen fit to cast
diseredit upon British Columbia. If the
people of that Province had not been loyal
to the old fiag they might have had a
vailway from the United States in retwrn
for their ailegiance to that country, byt
they preferred to cast in their lot with the

Dominion,and they looked to the Dominion |

to fulfil its obligations to them. He held
‘that Canade was amply able to build the
road, that iifty million acves of land and
thirty miilion dollars would build it ; and

if there had been less haggling about terms |

and & sincere determination o prosecute
-the work with energy it miglt have heen
Aalf built by this time, as was evident
from the fuct that the Ammericaunsin the
midst of thely war built their road over a
more ditficult territory than ours in three
vears and a half. If the mterior of British
Columbia was opened up by railway the
people could send their produce to the
¥wopean markets, California  was
Jdoing. He hoped this work would be
prosecuted with vigor and tiat we would
Joon have a railway across the continent.

Mr. PALMER said this Bill involved
<uestions of very great importance to the
Dominion. He took the position that it
was unsale for the Government of this
country to wake any agreemient or adopt
any policy which involved the expen-

as

diture - of large sums of  public
money without the sanction of Par-
iiament. The hon. member for South

Bruce said the reason why the Government
should depart from that principle in this
case. was because they were trammelled by

some arrangement made with British Col- | hands of stockholders
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into by this Government the time ig
extended to fifteen years. But that late
arrangersent had never received the sanc.
tion of Parliament. If the Government
were not authorized to make suchana
went, then its terms could not be bindi
until they were sanctioned by Parliament,
and the Government could not go forward
until they were able to do so in a constitu-
tional marniner. He was an advocateof the
policy of carrying out in its entirety the
arrangements made with British Columbia
for the construction of the railway in ten
yeans, because that engagementwasentered
intoatthe time of unfon, and he believed i the
Governmenthad faithfully prosecuted work,
the people of that Provinee wouldnothave
complained if it had not been completed at
the end of the period allotted for its com-
pletion. It was very desirable that the
utmost precautions should be taken to
prevent the railway referred to in the Bill
falling into the hands of private members ;
but under the Government proposal the
Americans could obtain control of the road
by purchasing a majority of the stock. He
was in favor of an all rail route through
Canadian territory, apart from an arrange-
ment made with British Columbia
because we had not only the
shortest route by land from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, but also the shortest water
route. He was entirely opposed to
building local lines, but favored the
construction of a line from the easterly
point to which private enterprise would
carry the railroads to the Pacitic, but he
was entirely opposed to any proposition
made in lien of the original agreement
with British Columbia.

Mr. WALLACE said he was intfanded
to the Government policy by which it was
contemplated to build a read from Esqui-
malt to Nanimo under the Bill proposed.
If the railway were to be bullt at all, it
ought to be constructed and owned by the
Government of the country, inasmuch &s
our commercial highways ought not to be
oontrolled by private individuals, Hewas
opposed, moreover, to locking up In the
large portions of the

umbia by the former Government,andthat | public lands of the D().mjniom It was
to ensble Canada to keep faithit was neces- | true that those companies would act &8

sary for them to enter into a mew agree-, good emigrant agents

up to a certam

ment. A practical difficulty rose from the ~period, but there would come a time Whg:
fact -that under the old agreement the rail- | the inttrests of the company wouldbe&:
way had to be buils within ten years ; | gonistic to the interests of the countty,

wlhereas under the new engagement entered * because land would be held for
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