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3. This Agreement shall not apply to any warship, naval auxiliary or other ship owned or
operated by a State and used, for the time being, only on government non-commercial service. 
However, each Party shall ensure by the adoption of appropriate measures not impairing the 
operations or operational capabilities of such ships owned or operated by it, that such ships 
act in a manner consistent, so far as is reasonable and practicable, with this Agreement.

Article 4

Systems for Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response

1. Each Party shall maintain a national system for responding promptly and effectively to oil 
pollution incidents. This system shall take into account particular activities and locales most 
likely to give rise to or suffer an oil pollution incident and anticipated risks to areas of special 
ecological significance, and shall include at a minimum a national contingency plan or plans 
for preparedness and response to oil pollution incidents. Such contingency plan or plans shall 
include the organizational relationship of the various bodies involved, whether public or 
private, taking into account guidelines developed pursuant to this Agreement and other 
relevant international agreements.

2. Each Party, as appropriate, in cooperation with other Parties and with the oil and shipping 
industries, port authorities and other relevant entities, shall establish:

a. a minimum level of pre-positioned oil spill combating equipment, commensurate 
with the risk involved, and programs for its use;

b. a program of exercises for oil pollution response organizations and training of 
relevant personnel;

c. plans and communications capabilities for responding to an oil pollution incident; 
and

d. a mechanism or arrangement to coordinate the response to an oil pollution incident 
with, if appropriate, the capabilities to mobilize the necessary resources.


