4. BROADCAST BY PRIME MINISTER W. L. MACKENZIE KING
ON CANADA’S WAR EFFORT, ON THE 7th OF JUNE

Fellow Canadians:

I speak to you to-night in the midst of the most crowded weeks in
human history. Barely a month has passed since Holland and Belgium
Were first ravaged by lightning warfare in all its fury and frightfulness.
Every succeeding day since their first heroic resistance has brought new
shocks, new problems, and new duties to those in whose hands has been
Placed the task of defending freedom.

The brutal domination of Holland, the tragic surrender of Belgium,
Fhe invasion of France, the capture of the channel ports, have happened
I such quick succession that the world has hardly had time to breathe.
TO-da,y, Britain, no longer in island security, prepares to meet the invader
across the narrow sea. At this very hour, the greatest of all battles in
history is being waged within 70 miles of the city of Paris. On its outcome
May depend the future of France.

As the world has been shaken to its foundations by the swift march
of terrible events, nearly every emotion in the heart of each one of us
has peen profoundly stirred. Hate for the inhuman oppressor, pity for
the helpless and the homeless, pride for the brotherhood of the brave who
have honoured the lands of Britain and France that gave them birth.

One crisis has not passed before another has arisen in its place. Peril
has been heaped upon peril. Who will say on what new horizon destruction
May not loom to-morrow?

Public Questionings and Doubts

Is it any wonder that you, my fellow citizens, have in these days
€en concerned and impatient, full of questionings and doubts. You would
10t be men and women if you had not been thus harassed and distracted.
_NO one could have British or French blood in his veins and know, as we
' Canada know, what Britain and France mean to the cause of free men,
Without having his nature stirred to its very depths by all these things.

You have rightly been asking what has been done, and is being done,
help the cause to which we have freely pledged our honour and our
Strength. It is only natural that you should be worried .about our fighting
Orces, about aeroplanes and equipment. It is only natural, too, that
You should be anxious about our internal security.

~ Lintend to-night to speak of these things. I do not propose to apolo-
81ze for democracy nor to direct my attention to ecriticisms. We cannot
ave the one without the other. My purpose rather is to endeavour to
elp you if T can, amid all these swift changes in the scene in Europe to
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