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I. Preamble

1.  We, the States participating in the United Nations Conference on the Illicit
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, having met in New York
from 9 to 20 July 2001,

2. Gravely concerned at the illicit manufacture, transfer and circulation of small
arms and light weapons and their excessive accumulation and uncontrolled spread in
many regions of the world, which have a wide range of humanitarian and socio-
economic consequences and pose a serious threat to peace, reconciliation, safety,
security, stability and sustainable development at the individual, local, national,
regional and intemnational levels,

2 bis.Also concerned at the implications that poverty and underdevelopment may
have for the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects,

2 ter. Determined to reduce the human suffering caused by the illicit trade in small
arms and light weapons in all its aspects and to enhance the respect for life and the
dignity of the human person through the promotion of a culture of peace,

3. Recognizing that the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its
aspects sustains conflicts, exacerbates violence, contributes to the displacement of
civilians, undermines respect for international humanitarian law, impedes the
provision of humanitarian assistance to victims of armed conflict and fuels crime
and terrorism,
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