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HIGHUGHTS 

The construction products sector in Mexico offers major opportunities 

for Canadian companies: 

• construction activity is growing faster than the economy as a 

whole; 

• many large scale infrastructure projects are underway; 

• imports of construction materials and equipment have risen 

dramatically; 

• materials and equipment for road construction, water 

infrastructure, energy generation, housing, commercial develop-

ment and tourism infrastructure offer the greatest short-term 

potential; 

• opportunities will develop in maritime and airport  construction, 

railways, and communications infrastructure; and 

• Mexican companies are looking for construction technologies that 

can decrease construction time and cost but are adaptable to 

Mexican culture and taste. 
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Construction Products Sector in Mexico 

THE OPPORTUNITY 

The Mexican government's commit-

ment to infrastructure development 
and an improved standard of living 
is creating sustained demand for 
construction activity. As a result, the 
expansion of the construction industry 
has consistently outpaced overall 

economic growth. 

The government has recognized that 
Mexico's dilapidated public infrastruc-
ture has constrained economic devel-
opment. Better roads and ports are 
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needed to facilitate trade. Modern 
energy generation and water and 
sewage systems are needed to improve 
the standard of living. The government 
has intervened in all of these areas. 

Other government policies are stimu-
lating private sector investment. 

The growth of the construction indus-
try has created a strong demand for 
building materials. In 1993 alone, 

purchases of materials by the formal 

construction sector nearly doubled. 

Mexico has traditionally produced its 
own building materials but domestic 

manufacturers have not been able to 

modernize and expand to keep pace 
with demand. As a result, imports are 
playing an increasing role in the mar-
ket, accounting for more than 20 per-

cent of consumption over the last four 
years. 
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