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In complying with the undertakings at paragraph 1 (a) of this Article, each Contracting Party may
make such textual adaptations as may be necessary to give effect to the Harmonized System
in its domestic law.

Nothing in this Article shall prevent a Contracting Party from establishing, in its Customs tariff
or statistical nomenclatures, subdivisions classifying goods beyond the level of the Harmonized
System, provided that any such subdivision is added and coded at a level beyond that of the
six-digit numerical code set out in the Annex to this Convention.

Article 4

Partial application by developing countries

Any developing country Contracting Party may delay its application of some or all of the
subheadings of the Harmonized System for such period as may be necessary, having regard to
its pattern of international trade or its administrative resources.

A developing country Contracting Party which elects to apply the Harmonized System partially
under the provisions of this Article agrees to make its best efforts towards the application of
the full six-digit Harmonized System within five years of the date on which this Convention
enters into force in respect of it or within such further period as it may consider necessary
having regard to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.

A developing country Contracting Party which elects to apply the Harmonized System partially
under the provisions of this Article shall apply all or none of the two-dash subheadings of any
one one-dash subheading or all or none of the one-dash subheadings of any one heading. In
such cases of partial application, the sixth digit or the fifth and sixth digits of that part of the
Harmonized System code not applied shall be replaced by “0” or “00” respectively.

A developing country which elects to apply the Harmonized System partially under the
provisions of this Article shall on becoming a Contracting Party notify the Secretary General of
those subheadings which it will not apply on the date when this Convention enters into force
in respect of it and shall also notify the Secretary General of those subheadings which it applies
thereafter.

Any developing country which elects to apply the Harmonized System partially under the
provisions of this Article may on becoming a Contracting Party notify the Secretary General that
it formally undertakes to apply the full six-digit Harmonized System within three years of the
date when this Convention enters into force in respect of it.

Any developing country Contracting Party which partially applies the Harmonized System under
the provisions of this Article shall be relieved from its obligations under Article 3 in relation to
the subheadings not applied.



