
However, if the current atternpt -by Vietnam to corne to soine

settiement with Kampuchea is coupled with a willingness to
discuss the border dispute with China, there is a basis for
hope.

There are encouraging negotiations in this region between

the different actors. However, as long. as these nations do
not cooperate in a reqional soi.ution--which would enable then
te reduce their military efforts and, at the saine turne,
irnprove their national and regional security, as well as
strengthen their economic performance -- the region's
stability will continue to be very fragile. Forrning a RAN,
adapted to regional needs, would certainly be a mnajor step
forward.

A R.gional Association of Nations in this region rnight
include Vietnama, Laos, Kampuchea and Thailand. 6 If, at the
saine turne, these countries would cooperate econornically,
.v.ntually forming a couwten economic muarket, bath econornic and

rilitary security could eventually replace the present chaos.

The .xistinq vorld-wide trend of I"iaprovernents" in the

effectiveness of weapons, and the ongoing proliferation of


