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meetings of the committes, the Conservdtives farty-6ne, HDP gight and
Social CLredit five. Tha Liberals maintained a Fairly stable average
attendance of sixty-eight per cent, considerabiy higher than that of the
opposition parties. The NDP equalled the Liberals while the
Conservatives had Fifty-two per ¢ent and The Sacial Credit forty-nine
per cent. This was also reflected in the number of questions when
individual NDP members averaged almast twice as many questions as the
Conservatives, who in turn asked fewer than the Liberais. The
Conservatives and HOP however, had more interventions than the Liberals,
fifty-two per cent and ninety-one per cent respectively. But when §t
came to drafting the committee's reports, the opposition partiés could
not muster evem fifiy pev cent of their members while the Liberals

maintained their comfortable majority to avoid defeat.

In spite of the widely fluctuating attendance accarding to
Tssue and party, overall the committee was in the late sixties and early
seventies going through a2 very active period. Among the five most
gctive standing committees it ranked fourth in the first zsession of the
28th parliament in the number of meetings held but second omly to
Transport and Commumicaticn in attendance. {See Table 8). Thereafter
it sometimes met more often than the othér committees but attendance was

considerably Tess.

This decline in the External Affairs and Mational Defance
committee's activity continued throughout the rest of the seventies,
reaching a low of 41 per cent in the 1978-7$ session. (See Table iQ)
When attendance was up fewer members participatsd and questioning was
more and mors deminated by an aven smaller number of members. This was
somewhat 1rbonfcal since in 19863 the committee's rules nad been changed
to allow for more members to participate in the discussions by cenfining
2ach member to five minutes. Instesad of increasing participation, the
ruling resulted in an average of three fewer members per mesting
actually participating in the auestioning., Even more dramatic, the

number of questicns put iv wiinesses dropped by an astounding 58 per




