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1 ho<Ii it truth Nvith him who 8ings
Tii one cle-at harp in divers tones,
Titat men miay rime on stepping-stonies
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For the Rxvi Kw
My First Lessons in Natiural History.

Nitas niv ,ood fortune, at a time wlîen the thrce Rls

w-ere Il1m(st the limit of instruction in our common
schuols, to lie sent to a sehuol, the master cf which wa.s,

ant ard'(ent lover of nature, and whose practice Ivas to

<'tliven the tedium of boarding-school existence, by set-

t tng aL)iit t IL ]Iv occasionally for an outitîg on the his,
itn thei forest, oi- on the long sandy stretches cf sea8hore;
andl there, w hile miLmy cf us, perhaps the greater number

<if the btovs, disported oui-selves at cricket or swimming,
ur in the pursuit of anv pleasure that suited our fancy,
sute oif us %vould g-ather areund the master and learn of
hini th,ý %vonderful and beautiful things in nature, which
were secrets only wo those who did net; care te read
Oient. Under bis loving tuition, the structure and

habîits cf domestic animaIs, and cf birds and insects, a
sealed bock then to most boys of our' age, became quite
fILmilialr te us. The common rocks, sucb as the chalk
and] flint cf which the bills in that part cf England are
lîuilt, becarne, under his hammer and lens and our

groNvtng fancy, but the lime and the sponige at the bot-
tcom cf the sea, uut cf wvhich thev w'ere formed ages and
ages ago. We learned wo distinguishi the songs ef the
birds whicli fille(J the woods and fields with melody, and

,ve learned that around the fairy-rings which here and
there circled about the hilîsides, ne elfin feotsteps lever
trod ;but that the rings resulted frcrn a tendency on
the part cf certain fungi te grow and spread in a circu-
lar direction.

One field dav, while we were engaged in the exami-
naLtion of somýe plants the master had enceuraged us
tu tind upon his description cf theni, onie cf the boys
iirouoht a cluster cf primreses and another of cewslips,
atîd iL rorparison of the twe began irnmediately.

W'hen we had expended al) our litte stock of botani-
cIl kniwledge in tlîe effort tc acceunt for the likenesses
iLnd diflèrences which the two species preseut, the
m naster catne te our aid îvith the infermation that every
plant bats a tendetîcy to vary, and every new character
n(it pt'uduced by external agency tends to become hered-
itarv. Witlt respect te species, lie told us that soute

luutatiists lielil that certain exigencies in the life and
circuttistLnces cf plants have arisen te Nviceh the plant
tnust eitlîet IL(apt itself or- cease te exist ;and tlîat tie
vat-tous fiît'ms of adaptation thus brcult t about, have,

Il tue course cf niany generations, greatiy modified the
liniiî clîIracter of the plant ;and that wîe liad in the

ansipIt e\ILTpie (if tItis nmodification. The Enolish
Ni slips lNiuh growIs ILliitIiiLttlV on Itili sides and

ILik, îîf ilittiies ini tue Brit ishî Jslndls, aLndl is nowI ex-

tetisivl l', cuîtiî ateul iti oui' Attii'Tt(fLi gardens, iliffet's


