
A Loo4 of Old Junk 2J7

wvere ini great demand in our settlemient, for a Gernian was
buyfing such things at'a village near our hiome- He was
one of these peripatetic Solomno Isaac.s that occasionally
travel the country, stirriug up iu the b)reasts of the yôuing
the amibition to be rich, and procuiring the diffe:rent spxecies
of old junk at a valuation that wvould wrevk, a heailhy cou-
science, if engaged iu the business, iii a bal a day.

I had the money-making spirit as stroîigly as ail the
other littie boys, who were at once engaged in rotindiig ni%
saleable junk. We took aIl the rubbers %we( couli gq. l, 1
and new, also ail the mnetals of plouigls, etc., thathae4
to be broken or that we had to break for the occasion. 1'
was rather curions howN apparently good articles deupreciated
iii value. I went înto partnership with a f riend of mine
about mny own age and we wvere to hiaul our collections to
the village. Hie was to supply the wvaggon, 1 to fuirnish
the horse. When we had collected al] the goods wa could
find, hie took mie to see bis pile and 1 returned the comipli
nlient.

We found we had about one wagon-load of boues and
rubbers; and my partner bought miy rubbers on speculation,
to avoid getting our shares tniixed.

lu the circunustauces that surronded the acquisition
of our hioard, the reader will, I trust, perceive that there
was wvisdomi in our waiting, uintil a day wheui miost of our
people were away fromn home, before' we hiatled our col-
~lection to thxe junk-dealer. I easily sectired a horse, but
the animal was one that possessed soie pecutiiarities; bie
had a very undesirable habit of sudldenlyv turning to the
righit-about when jourueying on the road--especially when
"rigbt-about " meant the homneward direction. What

inxpelled hini to do this I caui fot say; lie may have hiad
dream of oats and a bay-filled manger, but he generally
executed tbis honieward retreat wheu it was Ieast expected
or desired of him. 1 rode bixu do-wu to ny partner's house,
as if such a tbing as hauling junlc had neyer entered my


