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The New Municipal Office Building, New York
H. WISELY BRAGG.

The rapid growth and addition of borougbs to Greater hig1i tide, or far bdlow the depth where men could work
New York inereased the population of that city snd by the aid of pneumatie air, and that which. had been
also the administration, so that for many years the taken for solid ro>ck proved only to be large boulders.
Old City HLall has been inadequate for the demands. This presented a very serious probleni, which, for a
For sorne years a project of erecting a Municipal offce time, seemed iiisuperable, for it wa impossible to
building had been discussed, and as a result many plans reacli a solid foundation for the northemn section of tie
were advanced, one espsecialy interestixig, wliich was building. Ilowever, after very many important con-
submitted by the Cmisoer of Bridges, to restore sultations, it was decided tliat the plans should bc gi
Cit Hall Park to its orgnlcondition and remove modified byso enlarging the casosso astoreuc
albildins xcpt the City Hall, and Vo construct the load ofl15tons per square fot to6tonls perquare
a group of couuty and municipal buildings on foot, at a depth of 40 ft. below n hgh water, or
adjoining property. While thc plani was genierally seventy f cet below the street level, being some twèlve
favoured, its complete execution w thought Vo be so feet lower than contemplated in the origia plans, a
costly as to bc impracticable. depthwhich it was believed would be welb wainy

The plan finally adopted was for the construction bwayconIsrucion.3ý
of a hug Municipal office building oecupying the site To place two-thirds of an important building of this
between Centre Stee and Park Row, and bten kind on rock founidati*'n and the remxaining portion
Tyrone 2Row and Duane Street, covermng an area of on sand, semdatrt a somewlhat startling sge-
92,67 squaare feet and having a hegh f twenty-frve tion, but atrcefloniration, it w believed

stris orth minbuldng ad orty ste, including to be ntirely prdnandthe wietcoreto pursue.
the tower, built of grey grnt.pdrtecrusacs.I sitrsigt oeta

An unusual feature is the use which the street the foundations aln ost the sur of $131400.
level will be put to, which will bc a public In sticl an enormous. building tiiere necess1iy must

conouse"orthoouhfae.But~ wt is stili be anet work of pipes for lmigadhaigpr

wil ailyb alagesatonfo Rpd rasi ub-~ not followed, but thtte r lca nieyo h

way no uner onsrutio. Te oigialpla forthflor.It ilb oie ntepoorp


