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3Fa~d~ c aq YflottU
IE greatest worid-event of the month bas been
the advance made towards the establishment
of a Republie ln China. Yuan Shi Kai lias
managed so that the tlirone bas abdicated
in favor of the republic, not into tbe bands
of the republic. but into bis own, and
lias ordered the meinhers of bis cabinet,
which didi not exiat, to continue their cluties.

lad one person, probably bis secretary, to act
r with hlm in signing thUs decree of bis own
10W proceeds to form a cabinet, apparently in-

China and cail himself the republie. Tbat
>leon Bonaparte managed tbings until he was,
)roclaim huxuseif emperor. Yuan purported, bow-
acting ln agreement witli the republican lead-
1 Dr. Wu Ting Fang, a genuine republican, as
cabinet. He acknowledged the republic, but
be republic la me." His queerest dlaim was
ppoiflted by the throne, considerlng that the
n the ground tbat Its authority was not recog-
e, and considering that lie dictated the decrea
e flrst It bas beau the policy of Dr. Sun, the
mnt, to make Yuan president, so as to secure a
of the ravolution wbich Dr, Sun lias so mag-

progress lias dawned. It bas been the ionging desire, alike of
Yuan's Imperial decrees and of every one connected witb the
Republic, that the great empire, Manchus, Mongols, Mabomme-
dans and Thibetans, sbould hold togetlier. It will be almost a
miracle if it does. 1f It does not there is Russia to takg posses-
sion of Nortliern MiVongolia and Northern Manchuria, Japan for
Soutliern M\anchurla, Inda for Thibet, and the Frenchi and Ger-
mans botb angrily wanting sometliing, but witli notbing but
China proper to prey upon. Tbese are resuits to be avolded at
ail cost.

The second session of tlie second parliament, of King George's
reigu was opened on February l4tb by the King In person, with
ahl the time-bonored picturesque ceremony which ajways marks
sucli occasions. No Speech froxu trie Tbrone bas for many years
been awaited witb sucli absorbing public interest, and the King
bixuseif sliowed that lie realized the momientousness of the occa-
sion by the exuphasîs lie laid on the more saliant clauses of bis
address while lie was speaking. Disappointment, bowaver, was
very easily read in the faces of bis bearers over tbe meagre
references to the historie legisiation mapped out by tbe goveru-
ment. The Speecli was a short one. In referring to the meas-
ures to be brougbt before parliament, the King said:

"A measure for tbe better government of Ireland will be subi-
mitted to you. A bill wiil ha laid before you to tarminate the
establishmfent of the cliurcb ln Wales andI make provision for its
texaporalities. Proposals will ba brouglit forwand for the amend-
ment of the law witb respect to the franchise andI the registra-
tion of electors." This was all the King liad to say about tha
three meauras, whicli, if they become law, will radically alter
the constitution andI history o! the Unitaed Kingdom.


