State Legislature in a statute which entrusts the manage-

Went of « Extension ” work to the Board of Regents of the
niVersity of the State of New York; and that it has
en prominently inserted in the announcements of the
Diversity of Chicago by President Harper, who is him-
Self ope of the best known University men in America,
and who has made * Extension ” work one of the three
| great departments of the University’s operations. In view

| I of the wide spread and long-continued use of the term
1
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“.UniVersity Extension ” among University men, its adop-
tlon by the promoters of the Canadian movement looking
O the higher education of those who cannot attend any
| “Dlversity may be surely condoned.
| th It is not denied, in Tue Varsity article or elsewllerg,
at the University Extension experiment has been in
tkngland a great success. You say, indeed, that it has
| Yere « failed to reach the laboring classes which it set out
] © benefit,” but your statement 1s misleading in each of its
I;:lrts. Speaking from a wide acquaintance with the
i -nerat}lre of the Extension movement, l'have no hesitation
b Saying (1) that it was not started with the special pur-
ng:e of benefiting the laboring classes, and (2) that it has
% failed to benefit them. lhe latest account that I have
is:n of the work done in England is the paml?hlet“ lately
QUEd by Dr. Roberts, secretary of the  Loondon Society
mr the Lixtension of University Teaching,” who has done
Ore for the movement and knows more about its results
than any other person, and his report shows conclusively
at Extension work is popular with workingmen, many of
¢ om make great personal sacrifices to share in its bene-
‘ 1eS' True, they cannot afford to pay much for the privi-
‘ 8¢, but they may henceforth be able to enjoy it at less

Ot to themselves in view of the partial endowment of the
Ovement out of the liquor license compensation fund.
in connection with this fund permit me to point out
Hereto-
Son. 20 ¢ Government funds ’ of any kind or from any
Urce have been available in support of the scheme. It
Dos achieved its phenomenal success without such sup-
iert’ and possibly the new endowment may prove a bar-
T tather than a help.

ou make much of the difference between the people of
tungl?md and the people of Canada in respect of oppor-
alleltles for acquiring a University education, and I do not
eduge ‘that you are overstating the case. University
t Cation is cheaper here than it is there, and I think it is
theatlvely also more influential in diffusing culture among
thy People, But that proves nothing in thg way of sl;owmg
n L the work of ¢ University Extension ™ 18 not just as
th, ®Ssary here as it is there. 'The question 1s not .wh.ether
& Proportion of people not reached by University influ-
oSS is as large here as it is in England, but whether
| e is here any large mass of the community who would

Sity f° enjoy the higher culture but cannot go to a Univer-
4]

f():t your statement respecting it is misleading.
e

bg Or the purpose. This is a simple qqestion of fact
i élt which each must form his own opinion., You will
tigs 25t admit that I have had good opportunities of get-
‘hg at the truth in the matter, and 1 am quite confident
Wo, Ve have in abundance in Canada earnest men and
Mool who cannot possibly attend a University, but
hi8ly desire to take systematic courses m literature,
theory’ politics, philosophy, science, and art. Whether
Way are willing to pay liberally enough to get what they
Yong can be determined only by experiment, but do not
th(’s emn the experiment as farcical.” The motives of
Theie who are making it are, at all events, disinterested.
e S Will be a labor of love, for they cannot expect any
ate remuneration.

said S to scarcity of teachers, about which much was
Pre at the recent conference, it is useless to indulye 1n
W\ otons either way. If the demand arises the supply
b ee forthcoming. ~ Fortunately it will not be necessary
winté)dend on the Universitics for that supply when it 1s
‘ :%re . In England a body of teachers, some of them

: €minent in their special lines than any that fill Uni-
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versity chairs, has been developed, and we have outside of
the Universities in Canada many who are just as skilful in
the work of imparting instruction as those engaged in
academical work. The uumber may be indefinitely
increased as the demand for their services grows.

Your remark about mechanics’ institutes serves, at
least, this useful purpose, that it enables me to call attention
to an immense advantage which Extension workers in
Ontario have to start with., We have not only mechanics’
institutes, but municipal free libraries, and we have a large
number of Young Men's Christian Associations. It will,
no doubt, be the policy of the Association to utilize these
institutions as ‘“local centres.” Why not? Work has
for some years been carried on in connection with them,
and all that remains for the Association to do is to encour-
age that work by granting it such recognition as is afforded
by applying an examination test, and granting a certificate
based on the result. Ww. HousTon.

Toronto, Nov. 28, 1891,

[In our editorial on University Extension we distinctly
expressed ourselves as being in entire sympathy with the
objects for which ¢ The Canadian Association for the Ex-
tension of University Teaching ” was formed, and we can-
not explain Mr. Houston’s misapprehension of our posi-
tion. It may be found necessary to return to the subject
at some time in the future.—ED.]

Mr. Arthur H. Sinclair, of the Political Science Class
ot ’go, has contributed a useful article to the October num-
ber of the QuarterlyFournal of Econoniics on the Toronto
Street Railway. Init will be found a concise and inter-
esting historical account of street railways in this city.
One learns that the Street Railway was introduced here in
1861 ; that a Company was granted a practical monopoly
of the concern for thirty years; that the Company agreed
to keep the street in repair between the rails and for
eighteen inches beyond the rails on each side ; to pay the
city $5 for each car in operation together with ordinary
taxes; and that the city reserved to themselves the right
to assume the plant of the Street Railway at an arbitration
valuation in the year 18g1. There is a careful and impar-
tial statement of how this arrangement worked. The
difficulties that arose are noted though any attempt at
theorizing about them is carefully avoided. A short
account is given of the arbitration which decided what
amount the city should pay for the plant when they
assumed it this summer. The city retained the manage-
ment of the road only a few months when it was handed
over to a new Company. The conditions on which the
new Company obtained the monopoly are more ddvan-
tageous to the city. Among these were provisions stipu-
lating that the city must keep the road-bed in repair for
which thé Company are required to pay $8oo per mile ;
that the Company shall heat their cars; that they shall
not require their servants to work more than ten hours a
day; that no Sunday cars shall be run without a plebescite;
that tickets shall be five cents each, six for twenty-five
cents, and twenty-five for one dollar ; and in addition to
this the Company are required to supply tickets for use
between 5.30 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 5 p.m and 6.30 p.m. at
eight for twenty-five cents, with school children’s tickets at
ten for twenty-five cents. It isa creditable piece of work
and reflects credit on the author, who has already written
acceptably on the general subject of municipal monopolies.

Lippincott’s for December has a decidedly Southern
flavor. The novel, « A Fair Blockade Breaker,” by T. C.
Deleon, presents a series of. brilljant pictures of fair
women and brave men who, in spite of fate, are happy
ever after in the good old style. Articles on Negro super-
stitions and literature in the South since the war maintain
the Southern tone which is rendered a harmony by the
introduction of a * poor white " sketch, called “ A Mac-

casin among the Hobbys.”



